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some particular States had for some time been pen- 
sioned by the General Government. This had, | 
some time since, been especially true of Maryland 
and Virginia, while Ohio and the other States of 
the West had scarce a man in any of the depart- 
ments here. 

If efficient and able men were required to dis- | 
charge the duties required, why not seek them in | 


the Congressional districts generally, instead of || 
jooking for them all from one or two States only ? || 


Why this partiality to one favored section of | 
country? 
The principle of the amendment was clearly | 
right in itself. Adopt it, and what would be the 
eflect? How would it operate? If the people of | 
the West came to understand that a bill had be- 
come a law which required a distribution of Gov- | 
ernment offices throughout all the Congressional | 
districts, according to a fair proportion, and that 
they were to have their share with the rest of the 
Union, would not their ambition be awakened, and 
would they not take pare to educate and qualify 
their boys, so as to fit them forsuch aduty? It 
would do immense good. They would find that | 
their sons stood a chance, at least, to be placed in | 
public office; and even if that hope should be dis- | 
appointed, the effort to prepare himself would have 
done a young man no harm. Though he failed to 
get an office at Washington, he might, perhaps, 


obtain as good a situation elsewhere. | 


It was objected by some gentlemen, that Con- 
gress could not control the Executive in his power 


to make appointments; that they could not require | 


him to make an appointment from a particular 
Congressional district—he must have the whole 
Union to choose from. But did not gentlemen 
remember that in the ten-regiment bill the Presi- 
dent was required, in the appoinment of colonels, 
to take them only from among the majors? Now, 
if it was competent for Congress to restrain the 


power of appointment, by restricting it to a par- | 
ticular class of individuals, why not to a particular | 


Congressional district? Congress could as well 
require the one condition as the other. 

Mr. J. would imbody one idea still further, 
would he not subject himself to the old charge of 
ultra Democracy; yet he did believe he was a little 


better Democrat than many who, when before the 


people, professed to believe them all that was hon- || 


est and upright; but when they arrived at head- 
quarters, seemed quite to forget their constituents, 
and could sneer at the very idea that the people 
were always honest. 

Mr. J. had been going further to insist, that in 
making these appointments, there should always 
bea fair proportion of Whigs as well as Democrats 
among them. 

He would inquire who it was that now ruled 


this Government? and who was it that supported | 


the Government? Was it the farmers and the me- 
chanics of the country who had the rule? Was it 
the laboring, the producing class of our popula- 


tion? Was it the farmers, who alone amounted | 
to between four and five millions? What interest | 


was felt in them? What proportion had they in 
the representation on that floor? and what in the 
public offices? Who was it, he 
ruled this country? Let any gentlemen go to our 
State Legislatures and inquire into the professions 
of the members who composed them, and he would 
find that the legislators were confined almost en- 
tirely to the lawyers. Now, Mr. J. said this in no 
invidious spirit: he entertained no ill-will against 
lawyers: he wished he was himself a good one; 
but it was a fact that nearly all the members in 
our State Legislatures were lawyers; it was they 
who had the control of this Government. Now, 
man was but man, and could any one who under- 
stood man attempt to argue that men would not be 
influenced in legislation by a view to subserve to 
some extent their own interest? 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, here inter- 
posed to say, that in the Legislature of his State, 
a large proportion of the members were farmers. 

Mr. JOHNSON said he was glad to hear such a 
favorable account of things in the Commonwealth 
of Pennsylvania. If a majority of her Legislature 
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ain asked, who | 


consisted of farmers, the body was so much the 
| more likely to be sound and healthy. But taking 
the State Legislatures together, he did not believe 
the farmers were one toa thousand; and if the rep- 
resentation of the lawyers of the country was com- 
pared with the representation of the farmers, he 
should not be surprised if it turned out to be almost 
a million to one. At the last Congress he had fur- 
nished himself with statistical tables which showed 
this difference. Mr. J. was understood to say, 
that he did not believe there were twenty laboring 
men in all our Legislatures put together; the resi- 
due were almost all lawyers. Mr. J. was stating 


\| factsasthey existed. And such being the fact, what 


was the natural result?) What could any man rea- 
sonably expect? Would any one attempt to con- 
vince him that the legislation of the country would 
not be warped to some degree—he did not say de- 
signedly, but where all were perfectly honest in 
their intentions—so as to suit their own interests ? 

Mr. HUNT asked Mr. J. what he meant bya 
*€Jaboring man ?”’ 

Mr. JOHNSON said, as the word was used in 
common parlance, (it was true, that, in some sense, 
a lawyer might be a laboring man;) it signified a 
man who performed physical labor—a farmer or a 
mechanic; men who earned their bread by the sweat 
of their face, and not by fatiguing their ingenuity. 

Mr. HUNT. Did the gentieman confine the 
term to them? 

Mr. JOHNSON. Not at all; but he mentioned 
mechanics and farmers, because they constituted 
the basis of society, on which all the rest must 
stand. Mr. J. had no objection to any man be- 
cause he was a lawyer; but he stated the fact when 
he said that lawyers ruled this Government, and 
that they constituted the aristocracy in this coun- 
try. Itgrew, in part, out of their reading and early 
habits of thought. The young man who entered 
a lawyer’s Office was set to reading Blackstone and 
Kent’s Commentaries; he came soon, and, in the 
first place, to understand the form of the British 
Government much better than he did our own; and 
he came to believe it to be the best in the world. 
He learned this before he understood the Constitu- 
tion of his own country. Young men who passed 


ate education, and then went to reading English 
law books, might, indeed, talk about Democracy, 
but it was all mere theory; it was talk, and talk 
only. They had no sympathy with the man in 
the workshop or the field. 





and became inaudible to the reporter. } 

Mr.g{UNT called Mr. J. to order for irrele- 
vancy—he was not speaking to the bill. 

The CHAIR observed he was not able to per- 
ceive the connection of the gentleman’s last remarks 
with the subject before the House. 

Mr. JOHNSON said it was very hard sometimes 
to see what was not to beseen. He supposed the 





ore 

Men who found themselves in a tight place were 

very apt to raise questions of order. Mr. J. did 

not profess to know much about special pleading. 
Mr. HUNT made a reply, but in the confusion 

of the House it was not distinctly heard. 

/| Mr. JOHNSON said he had been going on to 

|| speak of things as they ought to be, and of such a 


His amendment proposed that a fair proportion of 


| trict, and a fair proportion of the clerks appointed 
should be taken from the class of farmers and 
mechanics. Now, if it was not in order, while ad- 


classes had had great injustice done to them, the 
discovery must be made by a mind much brighter 
than ordinary. 

But here Mr. J. wanted to read a letter. There 


letters and otherwise; and he had had to set his 
face against them; but this letter had not been writ- 
ten by alawyer. When he received flattery from 


} 
{ 





this letter; when it came from men who wielded 


through an academic course and a regular collegi- | 


[Here Mr. J., address- | 
ing the other side of the House, turned quite round, | 


ntleman’s point of order was a mere quibble. || 


state of things as his amendment was calculated | 
to bring about, and his remarks were relevant. | 


the public offices should be distributed to each dis-.| 


vocating such an amendment to show that these || 


had been many attempts made to flatter him by || 


the scissors or the plough, he confessed that even 
flattery from such men was most dear to him; and 
this was the more especially so, as coming from a 
part of the country which he had expected to be 
opposed to him. The letter he would send to the 


Clerk’s table came from a farmer of the old Bay 
State, 


It was read as follows: 


BromrteL.p Farm, 
Hurvard, Worcester Co., Mass., pri 19, 1S4e. 
Resrecteo Sir: Receive a farmer’s thanks for your 
prompt attention to the request T took the liberty of address 
ing to vou through Mr. Palfrey. Thave read your resolutions, 
sir, With very great satisfaction. As one of the farmers of 
Worcester county, although approving highly of the justice of 
the high-toned republican principle which breathes through 
them all, vetin the name of my fellows of the plough and 
sickle, do T express my gratitude for “the due regard that 
should be had to the farmers and mechanics of our country,”” 
as expressed in your last resolve but one. IL shake your 
hand heartily for these resolutions, and accept the “ compli- 
ments’? you did me the honor personally to offer to myself, 
* Ayes 87 to 2” for laying on the table! Do these 87 reflect 
fora moment that were it net for the producer and mechanic 
they would themselves be laid, not indeed on or under the 
table, but on or under the sod, with or without a coffin? Do 
the 87 know, sir, or Knowing do they heed, that the body for 
which you act is the decided majority of their constituents ? 
Do they theorize only, or do they feel, when speaking of 
the sovereignty of the people, that of this mass every culti- 
vator of God’s beautiful earth is a king—ay, “ every inch a 
king??? Do they not consider that our minds, in the free 
country, are not reflected by the venal, servile party presses 
of our cities, those imposthumes on our body politic? No, sir; 
we ploughmen of Massachusetts, as well as your cotton plant- 
ers of Tennessee—we of the interior—feel that these 87 mis- 
representus. They despise the God-ordained “ sweat,” and 
turn away their aristocratic noses from our barn odors, and 
hands redolent of tobacco! They forget we can read, surely; 
that we, their sovereign, gave them a chart to steer by—a 
ConstTiTUTion ; apolar star, too, to direct their compass by— 
Linerty! ‘They forget that their President we look upon 
merely as our head waiter, to wiose office we give the most 
|; money, because we expect the most intelligent work from 
our chief servant! Ah, sir, revolutions need not be confined 
to France, nor to sunny Italy. You need one, many of us 
think who see Bunker Hill monument, here. Yes, we cis- 
Atlantic paper freemen need one. The thrice-broken Con- 
stitution, by our chief servant, has more matter in it than 
threepence a pound on tea for revolution. 
Excuse a plain farmer, respected Mr. Johnson ; but let the 
87 beware of trampling down in the dust the spirit of * lib- 
erty, equality, and fraternity,’ which we drink in at our 
ploughs, fresh from the air of God’s. heaven, whether we 
drive the ox, or, as you, the horse, in our teams. 
Again we shake your hand, friend of the farmer; and un- 
like Virgil’s “ fortunatos agricolas,’? we know our own good, 
| and are happy to find (as we are without, it appears, in 
| Massachusett=) a Mecenas from the State of the Cumber- 
land Mountains. 
| Honored sir, should you move again in this matter, will 
| you do me the favor to remember your new frieud of Mas- 
|| sachusetts, and send him, as a citizen of the United States, 
| your speech or other effort on such occasion ? 
With affectionate respect, | am, sir, a Harvard farmer, 
| and your obedient servant, 
; HENRY BROMFIELD PEARSON. 
IIon. A. Jounson. 


| That (said Mr. J.) was one of not a few letters 
'| he had received on this subject. He had intro- 
|| duced the principles on which his present amend- 
|| ment was founded at the last Congress, and again 
'| at the present session. He had received, in con- 
sequence, many letters from that class of the 
|| community, and others connected with it more or 
|| less nearly. To receive flattery from such men, 
'| encouraged him to press forward, and with untiring 
‘| zeal to urge upon Congress the adoption of all 
'| suitable measures to advance their interests. 
| It was from the labor of these men that all we 
| possessed was derived; and so long as he had 
breath to speak, and continued to be honored with 
a seat on that floor, he should continue to act as 
their humble advocate. He was aware, that as a 
class of men, they might not understand or appre- 
ciate fine-spun theories; but when it came to action 
/on the great principles of Democracy, they did 
understand them well, and they would act rightly. 
Though Mr.J.’s attempts had again and again been 
given the go-by, yet he should proceed on the 
maxim of a great man, who has said, “‘ Reiterate— 
reiterate—reiterate!’’ and as long as he should be 
able to lisp these principles of Democratic action, 
so long should he be found reiterating and reiter- 
| ating them here. : 
|| There was one other thing that ought to be in 
|| this bill. If the amendment he had offered should 


a man who subscribed himself as did the writer of |, be adopted, he was convinced it would do good. 


| It incorporated into this bill for the appointment 
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of Government clerks, the principle of succession 
which the Constitution applied to the Senate. 
There, one-third of the members went out every 
two years, and in their places a supply of pure, 
uncontaminated representation, fresh from the peo- 
ple, came in. The enervating, corrupting influ- 
ence which usually resulted from the long tenure 
of office, would thus be counteracted by bringing 
in, from time to time, a mass of pure and healthy 
material. ‘The amendment adopted and imbodied 
this principle in the bill. It proposed to divide the 


appointments into four classes, one class to go out 


every four years. 

What was the state of things here in Washing- 
ton, in regard to the offices under the Govern- 
ment? Who did not know that the office-holders 
held on like grim death until they became imbecile 
from age, and incompetent to the right discharge of 
their official duties. Had this principle of succes- 
sion been putin operation, there would not now 
be found so many imbeciles in our public offices. 
There were men who had lived here so long that 
they thoughtthey could not live elsewhere. Hence, 
whenever a change of Administration took place, 
the incomers were besieged with prayers and tears 
by the occupants or their friends: “Oh, for God’s 
sake, don’t turn out Mr. A.,; he can’t do anything 
else; do keep him in.’’ Had there been a law 
providing that one-fourth of those in office should 
go outand make room for others, this would not 
happen. Such a law would work great good. 
There were men here who had gotten their places 
by serving one of the political parties of the day. 
When that party went out of power, and their op- 
ponents came in, straightway these men changed 
their politics. When it was a Whig administra- 
tion, oh, then they were very good Whigs, and, 
what was more,always had been. Again, when the 
Democrats came in, then they were just as good 
Democrats. ‘They were all things to all men, but 
always for their offices. But if a man came here 
with the understanding that he was to remain but 
four years, what would he do? Why, if he had 
common sense, he would begin and calculate how 
much he could live on; and knowing it would con- 
tinue buta httle while, he would practise economy, 
and adopt a course of frugal living. He would 
try and take back with him to his home enough 
to buy him a little farm, and thus secure a home 
for himself and his children. But how was it now? 
Expecting to remain here, office-holders launched 
out into all manner of extravagance, lived to the 
extent of their salaries, and often beyond them. 
Hence, when there was a change of parties, noth- 
ing was heard but tears and groans—** Oh, sir, for 
God’s sake, don’t turn him out; he has got no 
money; what is he to do?’’ And thus it got to be 
a matter of humanity to retain those who were 
unfit to fulfill the duties of office. Should not such 
a change as Mr. J. proposed be desired by all? 
Let us bring in new, fresh, uncontaminated mate- 
rial at one end of the line, while a like amount was 
dropped at the other. Such a system of office 
tenure must surely be wished for by all who 
desired political purity in our public offices. 

Mr. j said he had prepared, also, another 
amendment, which he should offer in due time, 
unless he should be cut off by the previous ques- 
tion. It was in these words: 


Bett further enacted, That from and after the passage of 
this act, all persons appointed to office, and who may have 
served eight consecutive years in any one or all of the depart- 
ments of this Government, shall be deemed and held ineligi- 
ble to reappointment for the next four years ensuing. 


And then he purposed moving a third, as fol- 
lows: 


Be it enacted, That the salaries of all officers, civil and 
military, bolding oifices under this Government, where the 
salary is Over one thousand dollars, and no constitutional 
prohibition, from and after the first Monday in December, 
Ihde, shall be reduced one-fifth upon the whole amount of 


said salary, provided it does not reduce the salary below one | 


thousand dollars, and then down to that sum. 


Was not a provision like this in conformity with 
the object of this bill? ‘Talk of retrenchment! 
Let gentlemen test their faith by their works. Let 
them not go into the approaching Presidential elec- 
tion and talk from the stump about retrenchment 
and retrenchment, when they used no efforts to 
effect retrenchment. We had had loud cries of 
that kind in previous canvasses; but where was 
now the effect of all that talk? Could any man 
show him where it was to be found? 

We were now with an empty treasury; the 
Government was borrowing money; the country 
was bleeding at every pore. Let gentlemen com- 


mence this work of retrenchment with themselves. 
This bill was in its character a bill for reformation, 
and, if carried out, it would have glorious results. 
Mr. J. was in favor of prohibiting the removal of 
office-holders unless for bad conduct, but it should 
be united with his limitation of the term of office. 
With that restriction, he was prepared to support 
that feature of the original bill. 

Some gentlemen might say that Mr. J. had in- 
troduced this amendment with a view to dema- 
goging it; but the amendment was founded on a 
principle obviously correct. So far as Buncombe 
was concerned, he had not been as hard pressed 
as some gentlemen whom he saw around him. He 
had no doubt about his course meeting with the 
acceptance of his constituents. It was not because 
he was bankrupt in political capital that he pre- 
sented this amendment, but because he was satis- 
fied it was right in itself, and likely to effect great 
good, in advancing the interest of common men, 
which should ever be paramount in the view of 
the people’s representatives. 

He concluded by expressing his hope that the 
House would indulge him with the yeasand nays. 

Mr. HAMMONS observing, as was understood, 
that he was in favor of the general features of the 
bill, proceeded particularly to notice the declara- 
tions of Mr. Jounson with reference to the influ- 
ence of lawyers. 

When the gentleman from Tennessee said the 
whole country—both the General and State Gov- 
ernments—were under the dominion of lawyers, 
belonging to that class, he felt bound to deny it. 
So far as the State of Maine was concerned, such 
was not the fact; he did not know how it was in 
Tennessee. Buthethoughtif the gentleman would 
extend his researches into the other New England 
States, and most, if not all, the other States west 
and south, he would find it to be so. 

Mr. JOHNSON explained that his declaration 
was, that the number of lawyers in the State Le- 
gislatures and in Congress was greater in propor- 
tion to the number of lawyers who were to be 
represented than the number of farmers and labor- 
ers in proportion to the number of their classes 
throughout the country, by one hundred to one. 

Mr. HAMMONS understood the gentleman per- 
fectly. He assumed that the lawyers and their 
influence controlled the legislation of the country. 
It was all assumption, so far as his (Mr. H.’s) 
section of the country was concerned. This prac- 
tice of attacking lawyers had long been understood 
in Maine. It had been the theme of every dema- 
gogue who had taken the stump there for party or 
selfish purposes; and when the gentleman rose 
here and made a regular premeditated attack on 
the lawyers of this country as a class, he assured 
him that the people of Maine would understand 
his position, if the people of Tennessee did not. 
So sensible had the gentleman been of the position 
in which he was placing himself, that he had pro- 
tested that he was not playing the demagogue! If 
he had not been playing the demagogue, wh 
make the protest? The gentleman styled the law- 
yers the aristocracy of this country. He (Mr. H.) 
gloried in such an aristocracy as that! Of the 
signers of the Declaration of Independence, some- 
thing like four-fifths were lawyers. Of our Presi- 
dents, all, he believed, excepting Washington and 


Harrison, had been lawyers—even Andrew Jack- | 


son himself. If the gentleman from Tennessee 
chose to term such men the aristocracy, he (Mr. 
H.) gloried in such an aristocracy. Perhaps, 
however, the reason for the peculiar aversion of 
the gentleman from Tennessee to lawyers was, that 
he might have had a lawyer for his opponent du- 
ring his last canvass, and might expect another for 


the next; and although he had disclaimed all idea | 


of speaking for Buncombe, it might possibly be that 
he might conclude to circulate this speech from 
here instead of delivering it from the stump. 


He also noticed and commented with some se- | 


verity upon the second proposition of Mr. Joun- 


son, to reduce by one-fifth the salaries of clerks | 


| who now received but two or three dollars a day 


for six or seven hours’ work, when he himself was | 


very willing to take his eight dollars per day as 
member of Congress, and eight dollars for every 
twenty miles travel—amounting to something like 
one thousand dollars from Tennessee here—and 


say nothing about reducing this; but Mr. Jonnson | 


explaining that his proposed reduction extended 
also to members of Congress, he accepted the cor- 


. rection, and further proceeded to vindicate the law- 
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ers as a class, and discountenance t 
invidious distinctions between then 
carpenters, farmers, &c. 

Mr. HOLMES, of South Carolina, interposea 
and said he hoped there would be no further alter’ 
cation between the two gentlemen, bec om 
a lawyer and the other a tailor. 
engaged in making suits. 


he drawing of 
1 and tailors, 


ause one was 
: They were both 
{Roars of laughter.) 


_ Why should not they live in peace as brothers? 


.. proper to be adopted. 


Mr. HAMMONS having concluded— 

Mr. CUMMINS said he thought, if they wer 
to legislate on this subject, the first proposition po 
the gentleman from Tennessee was equitable aa 

to | It was simply saying that 
each district of the United States, embracing the 
Territories, should have the right, if they desired. 
to place in the several departments their due pro- 
portion of the public servants. At present 
States located near the seat of Government coy 5 
proportion of clerks far beyond what their cn. 
parative population would entitle them to, and 
when individuals from remote States made appli- 
cation, they were told the offices were filled: and 


» the 


| after a clerkship was once filled, if a vacaney oo- 
curred by death or removal, those who lived here 


watched the vibrating pulse of the sick man, and 
hefore the breath was fairly out of him, applica- 
tions by dozens, and hundreds, were made for his 
place; or they knew of his removal, and some of 
them were likely to secure the place before persons 
from a distance could know anything of it; and 
thus those who lived beyond the mountains, or in 
remote States, could not get appointments, for the 
reason that the places were filled. 

The same principle as was contained in this 
amendment was applicable to the appointment of 
eadets and midshipmen in the naval schools, and 
would be equitable and just in reference to the ap- 


-pointment of clerks in the public departments. 


| into power of one opps to it. 
) 


Under it, each section, if they desired, could have 
some of their young men in the public offices, 
with whom they could intrust their business and 
know their man. It would also have a salutary 
effect as a check, to some extent, upon the clean 
sweeps of officers which were too common on the 
overthrow of one administration and the coming 
He would not 
make the provision obligatory, but would provide, 
that in case of vacancies in the public offices arising, 
if applications were made from districts which had 
not their complement according to population, they 
should have the preference. For these reasons, 
he favored the principle of the amendment, though 


| he might prefer other words to be used in express- 


'ever, for the amendment of his colleague. 


‘control the appointments made b 


ing it. 

He called the attention of Mr. McKay to one 
provision of the bill, and thought the principle of 
availing the departments of the benefit of the clerks’ 


| experience should be carried still further, by trans- 


ferring, in case of vacancy arising in the lower 
grades in the Comptroller’s office, persons from 
the Auditor’s office, instead of making new appoint- 
ments, 

Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, moved an amend- 
ment to Mr. Jounson’s amendment, to add at the 
end the following : 

Said appointments to be made by the heads of the de- 
partments, upon the nomination of the member of Congress 
of the Congressional district at the time the vacancy takes 
place therein. 

He said the Constitution authorized Congress to 
vest the appointment in the heads of departments, 
and the appointment by them upon the recom- 
mendations of members of Congress for their 
respective districts was the course pursued with 
reference to West Point. 

Mr. STANTON saw little necessity for any 
portion of this bill, and certainly little, if any = 

e 
doubted the constitutional power of Congress to 
the President; 
and if they had it in their power, they ought not to 
do it, at least by the complex machinery of this 
bill. He objected to these boards of examination, 
because they would have a tendency to remove 
from the Executive officers that responsibility 
which was placed upon them. He could not see 
the necessity for the establishment of such a sys- 
tem as this, because he did not know that the 
public service was suffering in any degree from the 
want of such machinery as was proposed. It was 
now very common, ‘with his colleague especially, to 
denounce the public clerks for failure to discharge 
their duties. 
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= Mr. JOHNSON thought his colleague was mis- would so determine. The President might respect ; He recited and defended the provisions of the 

ws taken. ; : the will of Congress thus expressed, but would _ bill, and opposed the amendment of Mr. Jounson. 
ed Mr. STANTON said his colleague knew, of not constitutionally be bound by it. ova He considered the appointment of a young man of 
2 course, What he had said; but he certainly had Mr. NICOLL replied to the constitutional ob- talent to an office in this city, asa death-blow to 
vas heard him make long speeches in which the clerks Jections of Mr. Sranron. Without referring to | his future prospects. It required more integrity, 


tad figured very largely. ; ; 
“Mr. JOHNSON explained, that some time since 
¥ he had made a speech on the subject of clerks gen- 
erally, and had said something about some of them; 
bhnt as to denouncing the clerks in the general, 


officers appointed by the President, it was suffi- 
cient for him to say that these officers were ap- 
pointed only by the heads of departments; now, 
the gentleman from Tennessee knew that Congress 
was authorized to vest the appointment of certain 


more sterling principle, to resist the temptations of 
this city, than they often found in young men who 
were applicants for office, and by remaining in 
office fora while, he argued that they were entirely 
unfitted for any independent business. He cared 


ere aes : : 4 = ee at a 

of broad sense, he had not, nor did his speech as re- officers with heads of departments, and he sub- not for any limitations as to the localities from 
nd corted represent him so. Hehad spokenofsome mitted with some confidence, whether, in vesting which the officers were selected, provided they 
vat of them, but had not denounced them as a class, in them these appointments, they could not pre- were honest, capable, and faithful, as this bill re- 


without limit or qualification, for failure to dis- 
id charge their duty. 

, Mr. STANTON was very glad to hear the ex- 
¥ planation of his colleague, But he was sure that 
the gentleman had considered that there was great 
remissness on the part of many of the clerks, if 
nd pot all; that they did not work a great many hours 
during the day, and that they ought to be made to 
wr perform service for a longer time. Now, he knew 
from intercourse with the departments, that when- 
ever it was necessary, the clerks were required 


scribe certain limitations? If so, the whole con- 
stitutional objection was done away with. 

Mr. STANTON inquired if it would be compe- 
tent for the Congress of the United States to pro- | 
vide that in every district of the United States 
there should be elections for officers, and that ap- 
pointments should be made of them by the heads 
of departments? 

Mr. NICOLL replied that that was a very dif- 
ferent question. He merely contended, that as 
Congress had the power under the Constitution to 


quired. 

Mr. HOUSTON, of Delaware, concurred in the 
general views of gentlemen who had advocated the 
bill. He did not deubt but the public offices in 
this city were in many instances filled by incom- 
petent persons, and he believed that some such 
provision as was proposed by this bill should be 
established by law. The constitutional objection 
of the gentleman from Tennessee did not in his 
opinion apply to this case. 

He proceeded to condemn the amendment of 


vd io work seven, eight, and sometimes ten and | vest certain appointments in the heads of depart- | Mr. Jonnson, as based upon the spoils principle, 
-. twelve hours during the day; and he believed all ments, they had the right to say under what lim- calculated to make the scramble more general, as 
se that was necessary: would be attained by holding itations and restrictions that power should be | directly inviting thereto every Congressional dis- 
of the heads of the Executive departments, and the | exercised. If so, all constitutional objection fell | trict in the Union, and as entirely inconsistent with 
ne President himself, to the responsibility to which | to the ground. the principles of the bill, which made merit, to be 


Probably no bill had come up for a long period 
in so unobtrusive a manner, which, if carried out, 
would be productive of as much benefit to the 


ascertained by the thorough examination of a board, 
the test, while the requisite qualification under the 
‘amendment would be geographical location. 


id they were always held—he meant, to public opin- | 
. ion; for he was most sure, that if any single indi- 
vidual, in any single department, should be found 


ie indolent, or fail to perform his duties, the repre- | public service. He agreed with the gentleman Mr. JOHNSON explained and urged the com- 
om sentation of the fact to the head of the department, | from Tennessee, [Mr.Sranton,] that these offices patibility of his amendment with the bill, and that 
of or the President, would secure his dismissal at were for securing the performance of the public if it were adopted, its onl effect would be to re- 
d once. : service, not for the benefit of political partisans; | quire the test to be applied to applicants from par- 
)- Theamendment of his colleague seemed to be | therefore, it behooved them, by every means in | ticular sections. 

ql based upon the idea that these appointments were _ their power, to give efficiency to this branch of the || _Mr. HOUSTON was aware there was such a 
a forthe benefit of the individuals appointed—to af- | public service. Now, when they recollected that | distinction to be made; but how did the gentleman 


ford them a support. This was not his idea. He 
d thought these places were created for the public 
service, for the public good, and that the public 


there were more than 500 offices within the gift || reconcile it with the qualification test? If they were 
of the Government in this city—(a gentleman near | to be taken from the several districts under all cir- 
him stated there were about 800; it might be so)— | cumstances, the qualification test could not be 





, good was the only thing that ought to be consulted. | any one could see at a glance that it would be im- || applied. , . ee 
° lt was not whether this or that man should be | possible for the President and heads of depart- Mr. JOHNSON replied, that if, on examination, 
as provided with a living, but whether he was capa- | ments—the Secretary of the Treasury, with his an individual who came from a district was found 
7 4 vle of performing the public service of the situation |, 300 clerks in his department—with all the multitu- | incompetent, of course he would not be appointed. 
. towhich heaspired. He thought this clearly the | dinous cares of office upon them, to make their Mr. HOUSTON said, the proposition im this 
y proper view, and that it plainly showed the im- | appointments in all cases such as would best pro- — bill was, that these should be appointed who were 
d propriety of his colleague’s proposition, that, ata | mote the public service; and when they recollected found to be the best qualified by the board of ex- 
y prticular period, a man who had become accus- | the mighty press that always had been and always aminers, without any restriction as to districts, and 
: tomed to do the duties of a particular office should |} would be made upon the Executive asa reward of ite general principles he approved; and he hoped 
h beturned out, and an inexperienced person put in. || for political services; when they recollected the it would be passed without the amendment of the 
* He was opposed to that system; he believed it to | numerous applications for aid made to gentlemen gentleman from Tennessee. The test should be 

be wrong, and injurious to the best interests of the || on this side of the House, and, in the course of | proper qualifications for the office—qualifications 
™ country. || events, gentlemen on the other side might be called | both intellectual and moral, which would be the 
f Mr. JOHNSON asked if he was to understand | to undergo the same applications; when they rec-  hest guarantee for the faithful discharge of the 
? his colleague to be opposed to giving a fair propor- || ollected this, he should think that every one would || duties of the office. It had been proposed that the 
. tion of those offices to the citizens of his Congres- | gladly avail himself of the means of escaping from , appointments should be made on the nomination 
r sional district? '| this great labor. This bill provided that all can- | of the members of Congress; but to this he was 
n Mr. STANTON replied, that he certainly would || didates for appointments in the bureaus should be || opposed, inasmuch as it would be to transfer the 
l- be glad that every man in his district who desired || examined by a competent board to examine their  apnointing power to members of this House. 

an office should have one, and whenever he came || fitness. From the statement of this proposition, Mr. CABELL thought there had been debate 
. to him and was qualified, he would always recom- | it was difficult to see how anybody could object to || enough on this bill, and therefore he called for the 
e mend them to the President, who was the appoint- || it, if the board should be properly constituted, and | previous question, which was sustained by the 

ing power, But they had no right, under the Con- || he had no doubt it would te, of so important a || House; and, under its operation, the amendment 
a stitution, to control the President in these matters. | character would be its duties. The bill went one || of the gentleman from Mar land was rejected. 

. The Constitution said: } step further, and said that merit should be the test | Mr. A. JOHNSON called for the yeas and nays 
3 “The President shall nominate, and, by and with the | of office. Now, carry out these two principles, on his amendment, and they were ordered on a 
atvice and consent of the Senate, shall appoint ambassadors, |, and we had a system which would materially im- || division by tellers. yet 
0 Cnr Pac minianee end eee the ene 1 prove the state of the departments. No doubt || Mr. CUMMINS called 7 a een and - 

‘ . ( i i e “iS s se > i} o 
” pointments ceeumh theeaaieeeien soutiaedianane ahian \ there were now a great ae efficient clerks, bat | vote was taken on the first branch of the amen 
e should be established by law. Butthe Congress may, by law, || all gentlemen would admit, that in many instances | ment. : 3 
r vest the appointinent of soch inferior officers as they think \| there were inefficient men in the departments. || The yeas and nays being taken, they resulted 
h proper, in the President alone, in the courts of law, or in || They proposed by this bill to establish a system 1 thus: yeas 64, nays 90; so the first part of the 

the heads of departments.” 'now and hereafter of regulating appointments, ! amendment was rejected. 

y Congress could not control this discretion given || which would relieve the Government from great || The second branch of the amendment was then 
- by the Constitution itself; they could not circum- || embarrassments, and heads of departments and | withdrawn by Mr. JOHNSON, as it was depend- 
. — the discretion of the President in making | members of Congress from the _ of applicants || orm - “ ports whee Dae Stee pow. a 
» these appointments. 0 olitical services, and secure appoint- || everal verbal ame 
; should uae we fre 1 parol Scio ! ‘outs een coe " Peel motion of Mr. VINTON and Mr. HUDSON, to 
) If he had the disposition to do so, he might appoint ‘| Mr. POLLOCK glanced at the constitutional || the first and second sections. 
3 them all from the District of Columbia. | question, and considered that they were clearly The bill was then ordered to be engrossed, and 
’ Mr. JOHNSON desired to ask his colleague || authorized to make the proposed limitations upon || was read a third time and passed. ‘ 
P where Congress derived the power, in the ten-regi- | the appointments. He vindicated the bill asde- | Mr. McKAY moved a reconsideration of the 
y ment bill, to confine the President in appointing || signed to do away with the revolting system of || vote on the passage of the bill; and, on his motion, 
E colonels and majors of the army, and midshipmen? | “to the victors belong the spoils,” and to make || that motion was laid on the table. 
Bry ie ee ae oy? oases. 
2 ‘ed among all the Congressional districts, which || Here were some individuals employe a : 
8 involved i same principle? ' | various departments at the seat of Government, || Mr. HARALSON, from the Committee on 
: Mr. STANTON apprehended, if the subject || constantly receiving pay from the treasury; and || Military Affairs, reported a bill to provide for sup- 
) — examined properly, such a provision would | unless he was greatly misinformed by those who | pressing Indian hostilities in the Territory of Ore- 
2 


» found to be invalid; if they were officers within | knew, one-fourth or one-third of them were utterly || gon, and for other purposes. gid ned 
the meaning of this section of the Constitution, it || incompetent for their daties, and had been placed 1 The bill was twice read, and, after inquiries a 
was altogether invalid, and the proper tribunal !' there because they were zealous partisans. | Mesers. THOMPSON, of Pa., J. R. INGER- 
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SOLL, ASHMUN, and McCLERNAND, was 
referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. 

Mr. ST. JOHN, from the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads, to which was referred 
Senate bill for the relief of John Lorimer Graham, 
late postmaster of the city of New York, reported 
the same back to the House without amendment. 
Committed, 

Mr. CRANSTON presented resolutions of the 
Levislature of Rhode Island in relation to the abo- 
lition of slavery in the District of Columbia. Laid 
on the table. 

On motion of Mr. SIMS, the Committee on the 
District of Columbia was discharged from the pe- 
tition of Charles Fletcher, and it was laid on the 
table. 


POSTAL ARRANGEMENT BILL. 


Mr. BROWN, of Pennsylvania, said, the Post- 
master General was anxious that this bill should 
be speedily passed, and as the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads had reported in favor 
of all the amendments but the third, they could 
strike that out and adopt the rest. He confessed 
he did not cadeunaal the precise object of the 
third amendment, for it was very obscurely drawn, 
unless it was to prevent the breaking of bulk until 
the mails were delivered to the post office authori- 
tics, 

Mr. KING, of Georgia, hoped the bill and 
amendments would be referred to the Committee 
on Naval Affairs for examination, and that the 
amendments would be printed. It appeared to 
him that it was proposed by this bill to give a 


greater power to the Postmaster General than he | 


could bring himself to sanction; but at least he de- 
sired time to examine into its provisions, 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, said, as a member 
of the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
touds, he did not acquiesce in the recommenda- 
trons of that committee to concur in these amend- 
ments; nor did he concur in the sentiments of those 
who were the friends and supporters of this bill, 
either originally or now. He believed it was an as- 
sumption of power on the part of this Government, 
which was not authorized by the Constitution, to 
establish mail routes, or to control the mails be- 
yond the limits of the United States. He could 
find ne authority in the Constitution for the exer- 
cise of such a power, and therefore he was oppesed 
to both the bill and the amendments, and he hoped 
they would not be concurred in. 

Mr. ROOT said he had reported in favor of a 


concurrence by the direction of the Committee on | 


the Post Office and Post Roads. 


Mr. JONES did not intend to convey the idea | 


that the representation of the gentleman from Ohio 
was not correct; he only meant to say that he, as 
a member of that committee, dissented from the 
report. 

Mr. KING, of Georgia, moved to lay the bill 
and the amendments on the table, and that the 
amendments be printed, 

Mr. ROOT said the amendments had been ex- 
amined by the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads, and they concurred in all but one. It 
was desirable that the bill should be passed imme- 
diately, and therefore he moved the previous ques- 
tion, which was seconded by the House. 

On the motion of Mr. KING, of Georgia, who 
avowed his object to be to gain time to examine 
the amendments, the House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Weonespay, May 31, 1848. 

Mr. BORLAND presented the credentials of the 
Hon. Wintiam K. Sepastian, appointed by the 
Governor of Arkansas to fill the vacancy occa- 
sioned by the decease of the Hon. Cuester 
Asuiey. Mr. Sepastian was then sworn, and 
took his seat. 

Mr. HALE presented a memorial of numerous 


citizens of Sandusky city, Erie county, Ohio, | 


praying the removal of the seat of Government 
from Washington city to the city of Cincinnati; 
which was laid on the table. 

Mr. YULEE, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, moved the discharge of the committee from 
the bill to authorize the President to increase the 
naval establishment of the United States; which 
was agreed to. 


On motion of Mr. MASON, 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to communicate to the Senate the correspondence, 
not heretofore communicated, between the Secretary of 
State and the minister of the United States at Paris, since 
the recent change in the Government of France, previded 
that in the opinion of the President the same may be done 
without injury to the pablic interest. 


On motion of Mr. DIX, 
Resolved, ‘That the Secretary of the Senate be authorized 
to purchase an atias of the United States, for the nse of the 


Committee on Commerce, and pay for the same out of the | 


contingent fund. 


The joint resolution submitted yesterday by Mr. 


Arcurson for the adjournment of Congress on the 
first Monday in July, and the commencement of 
the next session on the first Monday in October, 
was read a second time, and taken up as in Com- 


mittee of the Whole. 


Mr. TURNEY moved to refer it to the Com- 
mittee on Finance. 

Mr. ATCHISON said he saw no necessity for 
this reference. The subject was in no way con- 
nected with the public revenue. 
consultation with some friends, was to avoid the 
necessity of sitting here, during the monthsof July, 
August, and September. He presumed the ap- 
propriation bills could be passed by the first of 
July. 
of business to be done. 
war with Mexico, if the treaty was ratified, would 


have to be wound up, and if it was rejected, new | 


This may all be done | 


measures must be adopted. 
before winter if we meet in October. 


Mr. BAGBY thought it would be improper now || : a 
| to relieve them, he was willing to take the amend- 


to fix on any day for adjournment, because our 
relations with Mexico must be first understood and 
attended to. He moved to lay the resolution on 
the table, but consented to withdraw it. 

Mr. BADGER moved to amend the resolution 


| of the chairman of the committee to vote for 
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session, prohibiting slavery, as the 2st se 
the present bill. 

Mr. HALE. Asthis was aquestion of sy 
portance as to involve the destinies of the ev, 
he would move to postpone the further cons 
tion of the bill until Monday week. 
Mr. BRIGHT hoped the motion would not pre 
vail, [t was necessary that there should be ieee 
diate action on the bill. Recent accounts from 1). 
Territory show the necessity for this action, The 
ae in the amendment is very important, ang 
1e hoped it would not be discussed on this Lill 
He intended to press the bill to a vote to-day, | 

Mr. CALHOUN asked if it was the intentio, 


CuoONn of 


h in). 
Niry, 
idera- 


3 < . cc 5 the 
incorporation of this principle in the bill ? 


Mr. BRIGHT said he should vote against jt. 
Mr. CALHOUN said, if he could he assured 
that such was the general sentiment, he would no; 


| object to the immediate passage of the bill, But 


His object, on || U 
, sion. 


There wouldthen be a considerable amount | 
Among other things, the | 


so as to provide that the unfinished business | 


should be resumed in the state in which it was left 
at the adjournment. 


Mr. ATHERTON expressed a hope that this | 


question would not be pressed at this time. There 


was a large amount of important business yet to || 
he acted on—the appropriation bills—our affairs | 


with Mexico—the state of the Territory of Oregon, | 


and other business. 
would be laid on the table. 


Mr. BAGBY said he would pledge himself to 


call up the resolution the instant we hear from || 


Mexico. 


Mr. MILLER expressed a doubt whether the | 


object of the Senator from Missouri could be ob- 


tained by a joint resolution. He thought it would i Wilmot proviso would vote against the motion 
gains ' 


be found necessary to pass a law, and referred to 
a precedent in 1813, when by law the second ses- 
sion of Congress was ordered to commence in 
November. 

Mr. ATCHISON said he cared not what form 
the matter assumed. 


He 


He hoped the resolution | 


He had no objection toany | 
| change which wuuld accomplish the object. 


was desirous to avoid an extension of the present | 


session through July, August, and September. 
Still he thought the object could be effected by the 
consent of the two Houses, given in the form ofa 
joint resolution. Should the treaty be ratified, it 
may be necessary to legislate for the new terri- 
tory. Should it be rejected, new measures would 
have to be brought forward for our adoption. 
He was willing to make any change, so that we 
adjourn from the first Monday in July to October. 


| It would be found that the important business 
| which would press on Congress at the next ses- 
' sion, could not be disposed of in thirteen weeks. || 


He was willing, in order to give time to hear from 
Mexico, to postpone the further consideration of 
the resolution until Monday week. He made this 
motion; which was agreed to. 

The select committee on Mr. Arcnison’s reso- 
lution of yesterday was ordered to consist of 
Messrs. Jounson of Georgia, Jounson of Mary- 
land, and Hovsron. 


E OREGON. 
On motion by Mr. BRIGHT, the prior orders 


| were postponed, and the Senate proceeded to con- 
sider the bill to establish the territorial govern- 
| ment of Oregon. 

Mr. BENTON moved to amend the bill by in- | 
troducing a section authorizing the President to | 


raise a regiment of volunteers in the Territory, to 


| Serve for twenty months; which was agreed to. 


Mr. HALE moved to amend the bill by intro- 


if this proposition was to be inserted, he desired 
that it might be met by a manly and full diseys. 
He was ready to meet the question; but if 
it was to be debated, he would go for fixing oy 
some particular day. : 
Mr. NILES objected to the pressing of this }j)) 
with such unusual urgency. It was a very im. 
portant question, but it was not to be pressed 


through without allowing Senators to be heard. 


He hoped this bill would be postponed. He 
thought it unfortunate, that owing to the existence 


of the war with Mexico, the settlers in Oregon 


should be placed in such a perilous situation; and 


| ment of the Senator from Missouri to raise a mili- 


tary force, as a separate bill, and to pass it imme- 
diately. But he desired time to examine the bil! 


| before it was passed, and for this purpose he wished 


the postponement of the bill. 
Mr. HANNEGAN said he should vote against 
this amendment. The whole of the Territory of 


| Oregon lay within the boundary from which sla- 
| very was excluded by the Missouri compromise, 


to which the South had assented. 
Mr. HALE. Does that extend to the Pacific? 
Mr. HANNEGAN answered in the negative. 


| But there was no sane man who believed that sla- 





| government in Oregon. 


very would ever be established there. He appealed 
to every man not to turn a deaf ear to the cries of 
our citizens in Oregon, surrounded by hostile In- 
dians, and not to be turned from it by this wicked 
and useless question being agitated. He hoped 
thévote would now be taken, and that even gen- 
tlemen who in ordinary cases would vote for the 


He concluded by explaining the necessity for 
sending out authority to raise a military force with- 
out delay, to prevent the dangerous results which 
might follow a continuance of the present state of 
things in the territory. 

Mr. BENTON referred to the delays which had 
taken place in the establishment of a territorial 
Our meritorious settlers, 


ata distance of three thousand miles, have deserved 
| well of their country from their enterprise, and he 


_ has been all the murderous outrages which have 


hoped they would not be left exposed to danger 
and inconvenience from calamities which a proper 
attention to their wants on the part of the Govern- 
ment would prevent. We might, by timely action, 
have prevented these calamities. But ithas not been 
done. The settlers have been compelled to send 
on an express, encountering the dangers and diffi- 
culties of streams, and snows, and mountains, and 
Indian enemies, and he hoped no delay would now 
be interposed to the adoption of measures neces- 
sary for their protection. The effect of the delay 


taken place; and all is to be attributed to the 
mixing up this question which has been unneces- 
sarily urged. The law of nature and the aw of 
the people are opposed to the admission of slavery 
there. Who would think of carrying slaves through 
the Lake of the Woods? What would be thought 
there of a law to prevent such an act? It would be 
regarded as idle and useless. He had hoped this 
bill would be passed this morning; that this ques- 
tion, which had already produced such calamities, 


would not have been brought up; but that we 


| ties to make himself acquainted with the c 


should have exerted ourselves to stop the calami- 
ties which have befallen the settlers. This ques- 
tion may be discussed on some other occasion. 


He said he had availed himself of all sone 
ara 


| ducing the 12th aection of the Senate bill of last || of the Indiana in the Oregon Territory, and he had 
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eatisfied himself that they essentially differed from 
the Indians on this side of the mountains. They 
are more disposed to labor; they are more willing 
to apply themselves to all the useful arts; are more 
readily trained, and are prepared to enter on all 
the duties of civilization. He believed that if this 
estiferous question had not been urged, and this 
ill had passed when it should, all the evils we 
now mourn would have been prevented. He was 
disposed to meet this pestiferous question at any 
time—to vote it down now, and to go into its dis- 
cussion on any proper occasion.” He would not 
consent to see all the urgent, pressing, crying busi- 
ness of Congress thrust aside by this question, 
which, like the frogs of Egypt, intruded itself 
everywhere—to our table, to the fireside, to the 
nuptial couch., We ought now to put down the 
question. [Te was ready to stay here—not to go 
home until the bill was passed. He called on Sen- 
ators of every diversity of opinion to unite in pass- 
ing this bill, and prevent new massacres. 

Mr. HANNEGAN said massacres had already 
commenced in California. News had arrived this 
morning that the Indians had commenced massa- 
cring the Mormons. 

Mr. WESTCOTT repelled the unjust accusa- 
tion made against the Judiciary Committee, of 


' 
i 
t 


having retarded the passage of this bill by thrust- | 


ing on the Senate this question. It was not thrust 
on the Senate by that committee, but by the House 
Hill; and it was not then, or now, thrust on the 
Senate by any Senator from the South. 


It was | 


now thrust upon them by the Committee on Ter- | 


ritories. The amendment was entirely unneces- 
sary, as it is already in the bill under considera- 


tion. The laws of Oregon already inhibit slavery. | 
These laws were submitted to the Judiciary Com- | 


mittee last session, and will be found among the 
documents. If the bill should pass as it has been 
reported, it will contain a perfect inhibition of sla- 
very. He made some further explanations of the 
course of the Judiciary Committee, and read the 
bill reported by the committee last session for the 
information of the Senate, and to sustain the views 
he had thrown out. He agreed with the Senator 
from Missouri, that no slaves would ever be car- 
ried to Oregon. 

Mr. HANNEGAN. There are not now ten 
slaves in the whole Territory. 

Mr. WESTCOTT had no doubt of the fact. 
And for this reason he would vote against the 
proposition now made. He thought the details of 
the bill were very crude and unsatisfactory, and 
that they would be found so on examination. 
They might suit lowa or Wisconsin, but were not 
adapted to the Oregon Territory. The Committee 
on the Judiciary had discovered that the bills re- 
lating to lowa and Wisconsin were unsuited to 
Oregon, and considerable changes were made to 
adapt them to the condition of Oregon. If we take 
the billnow, and undertake to make the necessary 
amendments, it will consume two or three days. 
The best mode might be to recommit the bill, for 
the purpose of having it modified. He would feel 
himself bound to examine the details. 

Mr. BRIGHT moved the postponement of the 
bill until to-morrow, at one o’clock. 


Mr. WESTCOTT gave notice that he would | 
move to amend the bill, by substituting the Senate || 


bill of last session, and that the amendment be 
printed, 

Mr. HALE said he had proposed to postpone 
this bill until Monday week, because he supposed, 


that following the line of safe precedents, the Senate | 


would next week adjourn over pretty much all the 


time; and it could not be desired to take up the bill, | 
and pass it, when nobody was in the Senate. He | 


replied to the remark of the Senator from Indiana, 


that no sane man would suppose that slaves would | 
ever be carried to Oregon. There was one—he | 
would not say whether sane or insane, because, || 
when a man is becoming insane, he himself is the || 
last to suspect it: he himself supposed that they | 
would. He eulogized the State of Indiana in very | 


glowing terms for her former course relative to the 
ordinance of 1787, and said: To hear the Senators 
from that State now, one might suppose that they 
had forgotten the mother from which they sprung. 
As to the pretext that this was not the time to agi- 


tate the question, he quoted, in reply, the answer | 


of the land speculator who had given his notes for 


large sums of money: when applied to for payment, | 


he said he would pay all, but it was not yet the time. 
he present moment was the time for action; he 


knew of no time beyond it. The future is in the 
hands of Providence, and it is our duty to act at 
once. The best way is to meet the question at 
once. Human freedom and slavery must come 
in conflict, and the sooner the issue is decided 
the better. He thought it time for us to decide 
whether the Declaration of Independence meant 
anything more than a rhetorical flourish when it 
declared that ‘all men are born free and equal,”’ 
or whether it was to be received as a practical eles 
ment of our political institutions. Slavery he 
regarded as like the frogs of Egypt. It meets us at 
every turn, Starts upon us at ey@ry step, and con- 
trols our legislation. He declared that he would 
not be intimidated, whether sane or insane, from 
pressing this question whenever he could, in defi- 
ance of all consequences. 


And if this Union, with | 


all its advantages, has no other cement than the | 


blood of human slavery, let it perish ! 

Mr.. HANNEGAN disavowed, on the part of 
himself‘and all the Senate, any intention to intim- 
idate the Senator from New Hampshire. He ac- 
knowledged the kindness of that Senator in taking 
the Senators from Indiana under his protection; 
but as it was a voluntary act, he could not look for 
any remuneration. The Senators from Indiana 
declined his guardianship. He regretted that the 


Senator from New Hampshire should Nave taken, | 


-at the moment when we are appealed to by the 
cries of victims of both sexes, sinking under the 
knife of the assassin, a course calculated to delay 
relief, by introducing this pestiferous question. 

Mr. HALE withdrew his motion, and 

Mr. WESTCOTT moved to amend the bill by 
striking out all after the first section, and inserting 
the substitute he had named. 

Mr. HALE renewed his motion. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, said he desired the 
establishment of a territorial government in Ore- 
gon. No one could desire it more. But he de- 
| sired time for consideration. By adopting the laws 
| applied to Lowa, we take laws adapted to an inte- 
rior territory, and make it applicable to a territory 
settled in a very different position, and under dif- 
ferent circumstances, and requiring different ordi- 
nances. He would desire to recommit the bill to 
the Committee on the Judiciary; and, if necessary, 
he would add instructions to report immediately. 

Mr. BERRIEN suggested that this object would 
be attained by adopting the amendment of the Sen- 
ator from Florida. He hoped the postponement 
| would not be until Monday week, but that it would 


| ment should be adopted, the bill might be passed 
without delay. 


possible. 
Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, said his object was 
to have the Committee on the Judiciary examine 
| whether there was anything in the changed con- 
| dition of Oregon to render a change necessary in 
| the bill of last session. 
| Mr. BRIGHT said that there was a difference 


|| from South Carolina [Mr. ButLer] as to the mean- 
|| ing of the 12th section. 

it 

|| interpose any delay which his duty did not impe- 
riously require. He wished to give a government 


to the Territory of Oregon immediately. 


the course of the Judiciary Committee last sessian. 


the bill till Monday week. 

The question was then taken on the motion of 
Mr. Bricur to postpone the bill until to-morrow 
ut one o’clock, and it was agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. WESTCOTT, three hundred 
copies of the amendment moved by him were or- 
dered to be printed. 

-The amendment submitted by Mr. Hate was 
ordered to be printed. 

On motion of Mr. ATHERTON, the Indian 
appropriation bill was taken up, when Mr. A. 
withdrew his amendment appropriating ten thou- 
sand dollars for the benefit of Colonel Richard M. 
Johnson, for the purpose of bringing in a separate 
bill. 

The question being on an amendment submitted 


| 


1 was postponed until to-morrow. 





| 


| be laid over until to-morrow, when, if the amend- | 


It was most desirable to give the | 
| Territory a government with as much expedition as | 
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|| tunity of explanation. 
| between the Senator from Florida and the Senator | 


r. CALHOUN said he was not disposed to | 


Mr. BUTLER made some explanations as to— 


Mr. HALE withdrew his motion to postpone | 
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additional correspondence on the subject of the 
affairs of Yucatan; which was laid on the table, 
and ordered to be printed. 

On motion of Mr. BADGER, the Senate pre- 
ceeded to the consideration of Executive business; 
and, after some time spent therein, the doors weve 
reopened, and 

The Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
‘Tuvurspay, June 1, 1848. 

TheJournal of yesterday was read and approved. 

Mr. CUMMINS rose to a privileged question, 
and moved t@ reconsider the vote by which the 

bill he yegterday introduced, declaratory of the 
rights of naturalized citizens of the United States, 
and to protect them in the peaceful exercise and 
enjoyment of their rights and privileges against 
the acts and influence of foreign governments and 
their diplomatic agents, was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. The motion was entered 
and laid over for the present. 

Mr. ROOT moved to reconsider the vote sec- 
onding the previous question, on the question of 
agreeing to the amendments of the Senate to the 
foreign postal bill. Agreed to. 

Mr. KING, of Georgia, moved to amend the 
amendment of the Senate, by inserting after the 
words ** Postmaster General’’ the words * or Sec- 

| retary of the Navy.”’ Agreed to. 

The previous question was then moved and 
seconded, and, cues the operation thereof, all the 
amendments of the Senate as amended were con- 
curred in, except the third, which was disagreed 
to. 


THE NATIONAL FINANCES. 
The House then proceeded to the consideration 
of the report made yesterday by Mr. Stroum from 
| the Committee on Public Expenditures, in relation 
| to the national finances, and reviewing the annual 
_ report of the Secretary of the Treasury on that 
subject. 

Mr. HOUSTON, of Alabama, who was entitled 
to the floor from yesterday, remarked that he had 
intended to add nothing further to what he had 
then said. He would, however, say a word im 
-reply to the question of the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania [Mr. Stewart] yesterday. The gen- 
tleman had asked whether he (Mr. H.) considered, 
that when a committee of this House had under 
examination a report of one of the officers of the 
Government, it was their duty to call on such 
_ officer to make another report to sustain the pre- 
vious one? He had taken no such position as 
this; but he had said, and still said, that it was 
due to a public functionary, when his conduct was 
undergoing investigation by a committee of this 
House; when efforts were made, as was avowed 
by the majority of this committee in the outset of 
their report, to show that his report contained false 
and not reliable statements, to give him an oppor- 
If such explanation was 

not satisfactory, the committee would of course 
go on with their criticism of their original report, 
and point out its errors and misstatements if they 
existed. This was the course which equity and 
| fairness demanded, and that was all he and his 
friends desired. 

Mr. CLINGMAN made a brief statement of the 
manner in which the committee and sub-committee 
had been called together from time to time, show- 
ing that the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Bepin- 
= had repeatedly been noiified of the meetings 
of the committee and had failed to attend. He 
stated, moreover, that it was three months since 
| this sub-committee, of which the gentleman from 

Virginia was a member, was appointed. The gen- 
.tleman from Pennsylvania, (Mr, Srroum,] as a 
member of the sub-committee, (the gentleman from 
Virginia failing to meet the committee,) had gone, 
from time to time, to make his examinations at the 
Treasury Department. He had not called upon 
the Secretary of the Treasury himself, but the ob- 
_ ject of his investigations at the department was 
| well known to the officersthere. After the report 
| was presented by the sub-committee, and adopted 


|| by the committee, it was placed in the hands of 
!' the gentleman from Virginia and the gentleman 


the United States, in reply to a resolution intro- || a copy of the re 
duced by Mr. Foote yesterday, communicating || retary of the 


by Mr. Bext, the further consideration of the bill | from Missouri, and had been with them ever since, 


|| being two weeks ago last Monday. He had un- 


A message was received from the President of || derstood the gentleman from Virginia to say that 


rt had been handed to the Sec- 
reasury two weeks since. He 
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wished to know from the gentleman whether he 
had understood him correctly ? 
{Mr. Bepincer nodded assent. ] 
The Secretary of the Treasury, then, (continued 
Mr. C.,) had had it under consideration for two 
weeks, and the sub-committee had been engaged 


time for examination. 

He wished it distinetly understood, that no 
member of the majority of tve committee a 
to the minority making a report. ‘The gentleman 
from South Carolina was mistaken In so supposing. 


What they did object to was, that the printing of | 


the majority report should be delayec y and that 
they should in advance order the printing of a re- 
port prepared by the Secretary of the rreasury, 
which nobody had yet seen, which might not come 
in ina month. They had had one instance this ses- 
sion of the way in which the departments manu- 
factured letters. After a call had been made upon 
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| he issued of the meeting of the committee stated 
upon it for three months. So there had been ample | 


the Department of War for all the correspondence | 


that had taken place up to that date between the 
department and General Scott, the Secretary had 


goue forward and written a long communication, | 
which was not dated ull some ten days after the 


call, and sent it in. 


He protested against such a | 


proceeding; he had no idea of ordering the print- | 


ing of a document which was to be prepared here- 
after. 
them come forward and ask the printing of the 
report; he would vote to print it. 


the whole country might see it; and if, on com- 


parison of it with the report of the Secretary of the 
‘Treasury, mistakes were found in it, they could | 


easily be corrected in the minority report. 
Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, said there 
was one point in this report to which he wished to 


call the attention of the House, for the purpose of | 


making it the foundation of a motion. The com- 


mittee said: 
‘In the statements which they have submitted, the eom- 


mittee dare hardly presume to hope that they have attained 
perfection and avoided all errors. On the contrary, the dis- 


crepaney between the books in the departmenthas presented | 


a difficulty which they have not been able to overeome, 
though the committee entertain no doubt that with time and 
opportunity to compare those books, the differences between 
them could be accounted for and reconciled.”’ 


Mr. STROHIM asked the gentleman to read a 
little further. 

Mr. TELOMPSON accordingly read as follows: 
~« It will be remarked, too, that the greatest discrepancy in 
the books is in reference to the amount of stock issued in 
funding treasury notes, and therefore cannotatiect the result 
of the general statement by which the deficiency in the 
treasury is ascertained; for, if the amount of stock issued 
to fund treasury notes ts greater than that assumed by the 
committee in their calculations, the amount of treasury notes 
outstanding niust Of necessity be diminished to exactly the 
same amount, and the summing up of the whole will not be 
affected thereby.”? 

His objection to this report at this time was, 
that it professed to be a criticism, a correction of 
errors which it assumed to exist in the report of 
the Secretary of the Treasury, and it confessed on 
its face that the committee had neither the time nor 
the opportunity for investigation. This was not 
exactly the way to correct errors. No man had 
more faith in the gentleman who stood at the head 


of the committee than he had; he knew him well; || 


and the gentleman had candidly put on record that, 


although every facility had been offered by the | 


clerks of the department, neither time nor oppor- 
tunity had been afforded for a full examination. 


Whenever the minority were ready, let | 


He wished, | 


however, this report to be published at once, that | 


To give his colleague [Mr. Strroum] time to re- 
examine these alleged inaccuracies and discrepan- | 


cies, he would move to recommit the report to the 
Committee on Public Expenditures. 

Mr. BEDINGER asked the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania to give him an opportunity to ex- 
plain before he yielded the floor. 

Mr. THOMPSON assented, stating that he only 
yielded the floor for explanation, 

Mr. BEDINGER said he merely wished to 
make a personal explanation. 


neglected his duty as a member of a committee of 
this House when he had not. It had been stated, 


that on three several occasions he had been re. | 
uested to cooperate with the gentleman from | 


ennsylvania in prosecuting this examination at 
the Treasur 
surely must caus been deaf at the time. He ad- 
mitted that he had been informed that the com- 
mittee would meet, and he went again and again 


He was unwilling | 
that the impression should go forth that he had | 


Department; but, if it was so, he | 


| upon him. 


| * reconciled. ”’ 


in search of the committee, but could not find the 
room in which they met. He went first to one 
and then to another room, and was not able to find 


| them. 


Mr. CLINGMAN said, every notification which 


in what room the committee would meet. 

Mr. HALL said he had never been notified as 
to the room in which the committee would meet. 

Mr. CLINGMAN begged to state the course 
which he adopted, which was a usual one in noti- 
fying committees of their meetings. He wrote a 
notice to the effect that the Committee on Public 
Expenditures would meet in a room which was 
specified, and he sent one of the pages to the mem- 


bers of that committee with that notice, directing | 


the page to show itto them. If the members of 
the committee neglected to read that notification, 
it was no fault of his. 

Mr. BEDINGER was onl 
that he had not neglected his : as a member of 
that committee. He certainly could not have sup- 
posed, however, that the place of meeting of the 
Committee on Public Expenditures was the Treas- 
ury Department; nor could he believe that this 
examination was the legitimate business of the 
Committee on Public Expenditures. Suppose the 
gentleman from 


desirous to show 


the subject of the Mexican war, would it be his 
(Mr. B.’s) duty to go to the Treasury Department 
to aid him in such an investigation? He was sat- 


isfied, that without an express resolution of this | 
House committing that subject to the committee, 
they had no jurisdiction over the subject on which | 


the gentleman from Pennsylvania had reported, 
but, ifthey had, the gentleman had certainly never 


said anything to him about their meeting at the | 


Treasury Department. And he could not but 


wonder that the Secretary of the Treasury had | 
not been apprized of the attack that was to be made | 
Before the Secretary should be made | 
to fall under the attack of the gentleman from | 
| Pennsylvania, there should have been some notifi- 

_ cation given to him in common justice. 
|| printing of the report, he cared nothing; but he 
reiterated his assertion that he had not neglected | 


his duty as a member of the committee. The re- 


| port was already before the public in the newspa- | 
| per of this morning, and all be wanted was, that | 
| he should have a short time to make a counter re- 

| port. I 
| Pennsylvania gave him the papers two weeks ago. 
| Well; but were not gentlemen aware that the Bal- 


It had been said that the gentleman from 


timore Convention intervened, during which he 


'had not an opportunity to answer this report of 
| thirty-nine pages? 
/ and of fifty clerks, he could not have done it. It 
| was impossible that any gentleman could have 


If he had the power of steam, 


done it. He had nothing more to say. 
Mr. THOMPSON then resumed the floor. 


Mr. ROOT requested the genteman from Penn- | 
| sylvania to deal as liberally with him as he had 
| done with the gentleman from Virginia, by giving 


him a little of his time. . 
Mr. THOMPSON preferred to finish what he 
had to say. The committee’s report admitted that 


‘‘in the statements which they have submitted, | 
‘ they dared hardly presume to hope that they have | 


‘attained perfection, and avoided all errors. On 


* the contrary, the discrepancy between the books | 
‘in the department has presented a difficulty which | 
‘they have not been able to overcome, though the 
‘ committee entertain no doubt, that with timeand | 


‘ opportunity to compare those books, the differ- 
‘ences between them could be accounted for and 


the residue of that paragraph, with which he would 


comply with great pleasure. The paragraph went | 


on as follows: 


“It will be remarked, too, that the greatest discrepancy | 
| in the books is in reference to the amount of stock issued || 
| in funding treasury notes, and therefore cannot affect the || 
| result of the general statement by which the deficiency in | 
| the treasury is ascertained; for, if the amount of stock || 
issued to fund treasury notes is greater than that assumed | 
| by the committee in their calculations, the amount of treas- 


ury notes outstanding must of necessity be diminished to 


| exactly the same amount, and the summing up of the whole 


will not be affected thereby, Both constitute a part of the 
public debt, both have been charged as avails accruing to 
the treasury, and the increase of the one and the diminu- 
tion of the other, adds no more in one place than it deducts 
in Sonate, and produces no change whatever in the final 
result.’ 

_“* It must be recollected, too, that for the sum of $114,301 
63, taken into this calculation as interest paid during the 
first quarter of the present fiscal year, the committee had no 
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Pennsylvania [Mr. Srroun] | 
should undertake to make an elaborate report on | 


As to the | 


_ yesterday had several resolutions ap 


His colleague desired him to read | 








_ June 1, 











positive data to rely upon; but as the statement in th. 

retary’s report, then referred to, embraced int rest, 
commnittee being unable to discover any other amo 
could appropriately be apphed to that statement 
sumed the aforesaid sum to have been paid for iy 


Sec. 
arid the 
TUL that 
> they ag. 
terest.” 
The report then went on to say, ‘ There are 
* various other errors in the different statements 
* which compose the Secretary ’s report, but which 
‘the committee will not now take time to notice.” 
Now he (Mr. T.) confessed his inability, in the 
short time he had had to examine this report, to 
understand kX properly. He could not see to wha: 
it points, or to what error it applied. He had not 
learnt from it whether there was more money in 
the treasury or less than the Secretary had report. 
ed. There were “ words, words, words,” and 
figures, figures, figures; but to what practical eyq 
they tended, he was unable to say. It had been 
suggested that this array of figures of the Majority 
of the committee might not be right, and the com. 
mittee had frankly confessed themselves that they 
had not time to give the subject a thorough exan- 
ination, so as to have avoided all errors, and there. 
fore he proposed to give them an opportunity for 
further examination. Let the report be sent back 
to the committee, and when it was printed let the 
majority and minority reports go together. If the 
committee was sincere in its complaints, and wei! 
satisfied of the truthfulnegs of its own statement, 
they would have, they could have no objection to 


the course which he suggested. If the report were 


recommitted, no material delay would be ocea- 
sioned in the printing, for they had ordered prini- 
ing to be done a month since which had not yet 
been executed. There was the Patent Office re- 
port and the correspondence of the War Depart- 
ment with Generals Scott and Taylor, which had 
been ordered but not yet printed, and he did not 
expect it for a month or six weeks. They could 
therefore give the minority of the committee ample 
time to prepare its report without delaying the 
printing of the majority report; for if the printing 
were now ordered, it would be some time before 
the public printer could execute it. ‘Fhe gentie- 
men from Virginia and Missouri [Measrs. Bep- 
incGer and Haut] had appealed to the House for 
such time only as was necessary to enable them to 
make a report, and they should see if the gentle- 
men on the other side of the House were willing 
to let the two reports go to the country side by 
side. He hoped the report would be recommit- 


_ ted, which he now moved. 


The SPEAKER stated that to the report there 
were several resolutions; and there was also a 
motion to print, which were the proper subjects 


| for the action of the House; and that the motion 


to recommit was not in order until those resolu- 
tions were in some way disposed of. 

Mr. ASHMUN inquired if the first question 
was not on the motion to print. 

The SPEAKER replied that the first question 
was on the adoption of the resolutions. i 

Mr. ASH MUN said, then the previous question 
would bring the House to a vote on the adoption 
of the resolutions, and not on the motion to print. 

The SPEAKER assented. 

Mr. THOMPSON desired the Speaker to state 
the position of his motion to recommit. 

The SPEAKER replied that the gentleman’s 
motion was not now in order, for the report made 
nded, which 
were properly before the House, and were the first 
in order. 

Mr. ASHMUN said he understood the motion 
yesterday was to print, and on that the discussion 


1 had taken place. 


The SPEAKER reiterated his explanation of 
the position in which the question stood. 

Mr. ASHMUN inquired what would be the 
effect of a motion to lay on the table the pending 
question until the question on printing could be 
taken. 

The SPEAKER was understood to say that a 
motion to lay on the table would be in order. 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia, inquired if the first res- 
olution must not necessarily go over to another 


day. 

The SPEAKER replied that as it was a call on 
the department for information, it must go over 
under the rule, but that the others could be acted 
upon. 

eM. COBB said he had no objection to the adop- 
tion of the resolutions and the motion to print— 
none at all—and he hoped the motion submitted 
yesterday would be so modified as to give the mi- 
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pority leave to report, and to print the two reports 
together. [‘*Oh, no.”’] Why not? What reason 
had the gentlemen opposite for refusing to allow 
the two reports to go to the country together? He 
called upon gentlemen to give a good reason, (Ie 
will occasion delay.”’} Not at all. The printer 
had already more work in hand than he could 
execute for the next two months. He had the 
Patent Office report, which had been ordered to 
be printed a month ago, and the correspondence of 
Generals Taylor and Scott with the War Depart- 
ment, which would take up all the printer’s time 

rior to the end of the session. He apprehended 
they would not get that correspondence at all be- 
fore Congress would adjourn. He was not de- 
sirous to keep this report from being printed. He 
should be glad to see it in print, but he desired the 
majority and the minority reports to go together. 
To relieve all parties from difficulty, he would be 
willing to see these resolutions adopted, and then 
let the House agree to give the minority of the 
committee leave to report, and to have the two 
reports printed together, so that every man who 
got the poison would at the same time receive the 
antidote. 

Mr. ASHMUN could not see the force of the 
argument of the gentleman from Georgia. The 
House was in possession of a report from the 
Committee on Public Expenditures. There was 
no other report. 

Mr. COBB. There will be one. 

Mr. ASHMUN. There might be another, and 


there might not. They had now a report in the 


ysual form and manner, and the proposition to 
print it was a regular proposition. 

Mr. HOUSTON, of Alabama, suggested a de- 
lay in the printing for a period not to exceed ten 
days, in which time the minority of the commit- 
tee could be prepared with a report. 

Mr. ASHMUN saw nothing to induce him to 


consent to such an arrangement. This report | 


might be delayed for ten days, and even then there 
might be no minority report. He never heard of 
such a proposition before. It seemed to him that 


the only course was to print the report as it stood, | 
and if the gentlemen on the other side of the House | 


saw fit to bring in a minority report, they could 


have that printed when it came in. If, however, || 


it was going to take such a length of time as gen- 


tlemen seemed to apprehend to print this report, | 
why did the gentlemen longer object? If the mi- |, 


nority report could be prepared in ten days, and 
the majority report could not be printed in six 
weeks, what was there to prevent the two reports 
going out together? He wished now to make an 
inquiry of the Chair. If the motion to lay the 
resolutions on the table should prevail, would a 
motion to print then be in order? 
The SPEAKER replied in the affirmative. 


Mr. ASHMUN, then, would move to lay the 


resolutions on the table, with a view to move that 
the report be printed. 

Mr. BARRINGER. Why not let the resolu- 
tions be adopted, and then move to print? 

Mr. ROCK WELL, of Connecticut, made a like 
suggestion. 

Mr. ASHMUN, to gratify his friends, would 
withdraw his motion to lay on the table, and move 
the previous question. 

Some conversation then ensued between the 
SPEAKER, Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania, 
Mr. McLANE, and Mr. McCLERNAND. 

_ On seconding the demand for the previous ques- 
tion, 75 voted in the affirmative, and 90 in the 
negative; there was therefore no second. 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia, said, he desired to move 
an amendment to the last resolution; but if the 
House was prepared to take the vote on the motion 
to recommit, he would not submit his amendment. 

Some explanatory conversation ensued between 
Mr. COBB and the SPEAKER. 

Mr. COBB then moved that the consideration 
of the motion to print be postponed for two weeks. 

Mr. ROC KWE 


and he would be equally as willing to 


ROK LL, of Connecticut, could see no 
real objection to the printing of this report at once, 
print the 
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Mr. ROCKWELL would state, that when the 
Secretary of the Treasury made his report origi- 
nally, it contained an error of nearly seven mil- 
lions of dollars in the statement of the accounts 
for the first quarter of the fiscal year. 

The SPEAKER interposed, and apprized the 
gentleman that he was not in order in going into 
that statement at this time. 

Mr. ROCK WELL was aware of it, but he did 

| Not propose to occupy five minutes of the time of 
the House. He then continued. Subsequently, 


about the Ist of March, he (Mr. R.) pointed out | 


a variety of errors in the report of the Secretary 
of the Treasury. Some few days after, it was 
stated in the official paper, the ‘* Union,’’ that on 
the next day there would be published an official 
statement and explanation of those errors. That 


was three months since, and as yet no such state- | 


ment had appeared, nor had any explanation been 
given except as to an item of $1,401,900, all the 
rest being denied. Ina speech made subsequent 
to the one to which he had here alluded, he pointed 


out more in detail those errors, which he had re- | 


duced down to the following summary: 


“ The discrepancies shown by bringing down the statement 
to the Ist December, 1847, in relation to these treasury notes 


issued under the two acts of 1846 and 1847, are as fol- | 


lows: 


‘As to the amount of stock issued under the act of July, | 


1846, the report of the Secretary and the statement of the 
committee differ #115,200. 

‘As to the stock issued under the act of January 28, 1847, 
| $1,050,452. 


difference is £178,150; and, under the act of 1847, 81,437,400. 

“As to the amount of notes and loan available at the treas- 
|| ury, December 1, 1847, under the act of 1846, $293,350; and, 
under the act of 1847, $386,950." 


These differences and discrepancies, then, he 


had heretofore pointed out; and in addition to all | 


' that—— 
The SPEAKER again interposed to remind the 


gentleman that he was not in order. 


ther word. ‘There was no necessity to postpone 
the printing of this report, for the minority of the 
| committee had had ample opportunity to make a 
| report. He held in his hand a resolution adopted 
| by that committee for the appointment of the sub- 
committee, of which the gentleman from Virginia 
Sine Bepincer] was a member, which he would 
read. 

Mr. McCLELLAND objected to the gentle- 
| man reading any resolution or making any state- 
| ment of what had been done in that committee. 
| Such a course was in conflict with parliamentary 
| law and usage. 

Mr. ROCKWELL replied that all the debate 
| hitherto had been respecting what had been done 
in committee or in the sub-committee. On the one 
| side it was stated that certain things had been done 
in committee three months ago, and on the other 
side all this was denied, and he desired to show 
what the action of the committee really was on a 
point so much controverted, and he could not do 


tion: 
Resolved, That a sub-committee, to consist of three mem- 


| 


| bers, be appointed to investigate the statements contained | 


| in the “letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, transmit- 
ting his annual report on the state of the finances,” with 


| 
'| And also to examine the said statements, with the view of 
| having them submitted in a more simple and direct form, 
| so as to exhibit with perspicuity and precision the actual con- 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
' 
' 
| 


| dition of the finances at the termination of each fiscal year; | 
| said committee to report the result of their investigations | 
| to the Committee on Public Expenditures as soon as con- | 


venient. 


| Mr. McCLELLAND insisted that the gentle- 
| man was out of order. 

Mr. ROCKWELL would not then proceed fur- 
ther. 


by the gentleman from Georgia [Mr. Coss] was | , pm 
equivalent to that made yesterday by the gentle- || on Expenditures should have been oe the 


| 

l man from Virginia, [Mr. Beptncer.] The object 
| in view was unusual not only, but anparliament- 
1 ary, and indeed the whol proceedings seemed to 


| him to be very extraordinary. In the first place, 


minority report when it should come in. But he || the right of the minority to present a counter re- 


could not consent to the motion to postpone the 
consideration of the motion to print, for the result 


H port was a thing unknown to any parliamentary 
\| rule; it was no right; it was a mere permission 


might be that they should get no minority report || accorded by the courtesy of the House. True, it 


at all, 


Mr. COBB su 


printing of the majority report. 


ggested that a limit could be fixed, 
beyond which there should be no delay in the 


|| Was @ liberty which had never, he believed, been 
| refused; but it had been the universal practice to 
| present the report of the minority at the same time 
\i with that of the majority of a committee; but if, 


“As to the notes outstanding, under the act of 1846, the |) 


Mr. ROCKWELL, then, would say only ano- | 


this better than by reading the following resolu- | 


the view of ascertaining the accuracy of said statements. | 


Mr. BARRINGER said that the motion made | 
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| owing to particular circumstances, a member of 
the minority was mec to give in his report 
at the time, he so stated to the House, and gave 
notice that when he should present his report, he 
should at the same time move to have it printed. 
But who ever heard of detaining the printing of 
a report made to the House because some other 
paper in opposition to it was to be presented at 
some future time? It was certainly a most extraor- 
dinary proceeding, to ask to postpone the print- 

_ ing of a document which was before the House, in 
order to print one which was not, and which might 
never be. 

But the postponement was urged on another 
ground: that was, that these gentlemen of the mi- 
nority in the committee might have time to get 
further facts from the Secretary of the Treasury. 
A most dangerous doctrine had here been assumed, 
viz: that when a standing committee, one of the 
regular organs of the House, was about to makea re- 
port on an official document received from one of the 
Executive departments, the committee were bound 
to notify the head of that department beforehand. 
The report of the Secretary was a public exposé 
of the state of the finances which his duty required 
him to present before Congress and before the 
world; and a Committee on Public Expenditures 
was appointed, whose duty it was to examine it. 

| Was that committee under any conceivable obli- 
gation to go to the Secretary and inform him that 

| they were going to scrutinize his report? Surely 

| not. Mr. B. trusted that the motion to postpone 
would not prevail. If the gentleman from Vir- 

| ginia [Mr. Bepincer] wished to present a minority 

| report, let him do so; and when he brought it in, 
Mr. B. would cheerfully vote to have it print- 
ed. 

Mr. McCLERNAND thought that the proposal 
| to postpone the printing of the report of the Com- 
mittee on Public Expenditures to a day certain 
ought to prevail, and that for several reasons; and 
one was found in the extraordinary circumstances 
in which the report had been made. The Com- 
| mittee on Public Expenditures had transcended 
their authority in making it, and had usurped 
jurisdiction over a subject which did not belong 
to them; and yet when the report came im, gentle- 
men on that side the House were found umeung to 
print it instantly, without ad@aune 2 mmorty of 
the committee to present a counter statement ex- 
posing the errors contained im the report. What 
was it which had been asked by the gentleman 
from Virginia, [Mr. Bepmscer?}] Anything un- 
reasonable? Anything unusual? Anything to the 
prejudice of the country? Not at all. All he 
asked was, that both sides might be heard; all he 
sought was, to give the people light. Let them 
| have light, and they would always pronounce cor- 
rectly. This was a tyrannical attempt of the 
majority to gag their ao who were in a 
minority, and keep out information from the minds 
of the people. And though a minority of the 
committee had stated here, in their places, that the 
report took them os by surprise, yet the 
majority refused to wait and allow them time to 
prepare @ counter statement correcting the errors 
of that document. 

The gentleman from North Carolina (Mr. Bar- 
RINGER] thought it a most extraordinary thing that 
a minority should complain of this, and should ask 
for more time. 

Mr. BARRINGER said the gentleman totally 
misunderstood him. What he complained of as 
most extraordinary, and as dangerous as it was 
|| unheard-of, was the doctrine that a committee of 
|| Congress must notify the head of a department 
|| before proceeding to examine and detect errors in 
/ one of his public communications to Congress. 
| That was the doctrine which had been insisted on. 

The gentleman from Virginia (Mr. Bepiverr] had 
'| stated it as a wonderful thing that the Committee 





| 
} 


|| Secretary’s report, and yet the Secretary all the 
|| while knew nothing about the matter! 
|| Mr. HOUSTON, of Alabama, said the gentle- 
'| man from North Carolina had misapprehended 
|| him, if he supposed him to maintain any such 
| doctrine. What he complained of was, not that 
1 the Secretary of the Treasyry had received no 
|| notice of what the committee were doing, but that, 
| when errors or discrepancies were discovered in a 
|| public document, which went to injure the reputa- 
tion of a public officer both as a statesman and as 
a man, no notice should have been given him, that 
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he might have an opportunity to explain, if he 
could. 

Mr. McCLERNAND resumed. The doctrine 
of the gentleman from Alabama [Mr. Houston} 
was, that where an assault was made on a gentle- 
man high in office which ene his skill, 
statesmanship, and private anc personal reputa- 
tion, the accused should always be afforded an op- 
ortunity to explain; and in that position Mr. 
McC, entirely coincided, The Secretary of the 
Treasury had been publicly arraigned in a report 
suddeniy sprung upon a committee of the House. 
Justice demanded that the printing of the report so 


‘arraigning him should be deferred tll a counter 


report was ready, 80 that both might go out to the 
country together. 


Mr. BARRINGER replied that the Secretary | 


had had sixteen days to explain, and he had sent 
in one document in the way of explanation al- 
ready. 

Mr. ROCKWELL, of Connecticut, said that 
the Secretary had had two months to explain. 

Mr. McCLERNAND aaid he had not had an 
opportunity to examine, and scarcely to read, the 
report; very few members of the House had yet 
seen it. Elow could he have had two months to 
explain? 

Mr. BARRINGER inquired whether the gentle- 
man from Illinois wished the Secretary of the 
Treasury to answer the report of the Committee 
on Expenditures? Was that the duty of the Sec- 
retary? 

Mr. McCLERNAND said he had no such de- 
sire. 

Hlere Mr. VINTON, observing that the morn- 
ing hour had expired, moved that the House go 
into Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union; which was agreed to, 

The [louse accordingly went into Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Tuomp- 
son, of Indiana, in the chair,) and took up the 


NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. VINTON made a brief explanation of the 
vill. The estimates, as originally sent in, were a 


fraction under $11,000,000, and the Committee of || 


Ways and Means had ascertained from the Sec- 
retary of the Navy that he would have about 
$1,000,000 remaining in the treasury at the end of 
the year. ‘They had applied to him to ascertain 
if these estimates could not be reduced, and, on 
an interview with the Secretary, he had expressed 
the opinion that they could be reduced one and a 
half million. The estimates originally sent in 
were based on the supposition that ten thousand 
men of all descriptions would be employed in the 
navy during the next fiscal year. The estimates 
now sent in, and reduced one and a half million, 
were based on the supposition that 8,500 instead 
of 10,000 men would be employed. As a matter 
of course, the estimates for some items could not 
be reduced. The Committee of Ways and Means 
believed that a sub-committee could better judge 
from what items this reduction should be taken; 


they accordingly appointed the gentleman from || 


North Carolina [Mr. McKay} a sub-committee, to 
sit with the Secretary of the Navy, for the purpose 
of making a fall revision of his estimates, as they 


had full confidence that he would bring the Secre- | 


tary down [a laugh) to the lowest possible point. 
Such was the bill, reduced a million and a half 
from the original estimates. 


Since the bill was reported other estimates had | 
been sentin, which had given rise to certain amend- | 


ments, which he was instructed by the Committee 


of Ways and Means to report, and which he | 
should move at the proper time. One was an esti- | 
mate for the appropriations that would be neces- | 
sary to meet the expenditures under the law of last | 
'| The SPEAKER laid before the House a letter 

|| from the Second Auditor, transmittin 


session; which provided for carrying the mail of 
the United States by war-steamers Cooma New 
York and Liverpool, which was one line; another 
was for the same service from New York, by the 
way of New Orleans, to Chagres, another line; a 
third was for the same transmission between Pan- 
ama and the Territory of Oregon. The steamers 
on these various lines, which were ordered by the 
law of last session, were all in the course of con- 
struction; and the Committee of Ways and Means, 
since this bill was reported, had directed an amend- 
ment to be moved, for the purpose of making pro- 
vision for this service. 7 

Mr. PETTIT interposed, and said he had un- 
derstood the gentleman from Ohio to say that the 
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estimates in this bill were principally based on | 


the recommendation of the Secretary of the Navy; 
he wished, then, to ask particularly whether the 


Secretary of the Navy had recommended the ap- | 


propriation at the navy-yards at Portsmouth, New 
York, Philadelphia, Washington, and Norfolk, for 
dredging machines to clear out the channels and 
make improvements? 

Mr. VINTON replied that there was nothing in 
the estimates for these various objects, except such 
as was recommended by the Secretary of the Navy. 

Mr. PETTIT was glad to know that there was 


one gentleman in the Administration that concluded | 


that the Government could clear out and improve 
rivers and harbors. 

Mr. VINTON further said, that while there was 
nothing in the bill about which the gentleman from 
Indiana inquired which was not recommended by 
the Secretary of the Navy, it was proper to say 
that the estimates for these various navy-yards had 
been considerably cut down; that the provision in 
the bill was not as large as the original estimates. 
But there was nothing here which was not origi- 
nally estimated for. 

Mr. PETTIT. That is all I wished to know. 

Mr. VINTON proceeded further to say, that 


the Committee of Ways and Means had also di- 


rected him to move an amendment for the purchase | 


of ground for the enlargement of the navy-yard at 
New York—an item of near $300,000. Ina word, 


the amendments which he had been directed to | 


move by the Committee of Ways and Means, to 


provide for the various objects which had come to || 


the attention of the committee since they had re- 


. . ' 
ported the bill, amounted to something over one | 


million of dollars; and the principal purpose for 
which he had desired the floor at this time was 
respectfully to ask that the committee would per- 
mit the Committee of Ways and Means to offer 


before the debate was opened on the bill at large, 
| for the reason that important amendments, appro- 
|| priating large sums of money, required some eluci- 
dation, and could not be satisfactorily explained 
within the few minutes allowed after the debate 
was closed. He concluded by offering an amend- 


| ment, to insert, between the first and second items, | 


the following: 


For the pay of the Superintendent of the Naval Observ- 
atory at Washington city, who shall be a captain, com- 
| mander, or lieutenant in the navy, three thousand dollars, 
which shall be the salary per annum of said Superintendent. 
And the provision in the act entitled “ An act making ap- 
propriation for the naval service for the year ending the 


eight,’ which is in these words, viz “including three 
thousand dollars for pay of the Superintendent, who shall 
be either a captain, commander, or lieutenant in the navy,” 


shall be construed to apply to the Superintendent of said | 


Naval Observatory, and shall take effect from and after the 
passage of that act. 


He explained that the sole object of this amend- 


ment was to correct the law of last Congress, which | 


| intended to give the Superintendent of the Observ- 


atory the salary named; but the law giving it to | 


** the Superintendent,”’ the department had refused 
to pay it. This amendment, therefore, only did 
what the original law intended to accomplish. 
Mr. RHETT next obtained the floor, and occu- 
pied an hour in the delivery of a speech in support 


States, and take with them their property of every 

description. 

pendix.] 
Mr. VENABLE followed in an argument on 


the general subject of the power of Congress over | 
{This speech will also | 


slavery in the territories. 
appear in the Appendix.] 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 


such accounts as have been rendered 


plication of money, goods, or effects for the benefit 
of the Indians, from October 1st, 1846, to Septem- 


|| ber 30th,-1847, inclusive, with the names of all 


pee to whom goods, money, or effects have 
een delivered within the same period. Laid on 

| the table and ordered to be printed. 
Also,a communication from the acting Secretary 
of War, transmitting a report of the Commissioner 
| of Indian Affairs, in answer to a resolution of the 


|| House of Representatives of the 13th of March || House authorizing 
last, requiring information respecting Creek Indian 


GLOBE. _ 


| these various amendments, and dispose of them | 


thirtieth of June, one thousand eight hundred and forty- | 


of the rights of the people of the southern States | 
to remove to any of the territories of the United | 


[This speech will appear in the Ap- | 


copies of | 
y persons | 
charged or intrusted with the disbursement or ap- |, P 


June f, 
reservations under the treaty of 1839 a 
unsold or undisposed of. Laid on the t 
ordered to be printed. 


REPAYMENT OF EXPENSES TO VOLUNTEERS 


The House then took up the billto refund mone 
for expenses incurred, subsistence or trans Ort. 
ation furnished, for the use of volunteers during 
the present war, before being mustered and re. 

| ceived into the service of the United States, which 
_ had been returned from the Senate with an amend. 
; ment. 

The amendment was read and concurred in and 

| the bill stands passed. ; 

On motion of Mr. POLLOCK, the petition of 

/ Captain Alexander McEwen was referred to the 
|| Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

And then the House adjourned. 


maining 
able, and 





PETITIONS, ETC. 


| 
i 
The following petitions and memorials were presented 
under the rule, and referred : 
By Mr. RUMSEY: The petition of William Wambaugh 
|| and 179 others, citizens of Steuben county, New York, for 
|| the passage of alaw tnaking newspapers free for thirty miles 
|, and for a aniforin rate of postage on letters. Also. the pe. 
| tition of Morris Brown and 101 others, citizens of Steuben 
| county, New York, for the passage of a Jaw making news. 
papers free for thirty miles, and a uniform rate of postage 
| on letters. 
| By Mr. HUNT: The petition of 140 citizens of Geneva 
New York, for a reduced and unitorm rate of postage. ; 
By Mr. SMITH, of IMinois: The memorial of a large 
number of citizens of Madison cuunty, Llinois, pray, 
Congress to lay out and establish a post road for the trans- 
portation of the mail between the cities of New York and 
|| Philadelphia, to be under the control of the Government, 
Also, the petition of Charles Hibbs, a messenger in the Pen- 
sion Olfice, praying an increase of salary. 





IN SENATE. 
Trorspay, June 1, 1848. 


| 

| ‘The Secretary called the Senate to order at twelve 
| o’clock. 

| Mr. BENTON moved that in the temporary 
| absence of the Vice President, the Senator from 
| Missouri, [Mr. Atcuison,] who had before been 
| the choice of the body, be appointed President of 
the Senate pro lem. 

The motion was unanimously agreed to, and 
Messrs. Manoum and Srurceon escorted Mr. 
Arcuison to the chair. 

Mr. ATCHISON, on assuming the chair, re- 
turned thanks, sincere thanks, for the distinguished 
honor which had been again conferred on him by 
this appointment. He was not vain enough to 
attribute this proof of the generous confidence of 
the Senate to any peculiar qualifications for this 
dignified station; but, however defective he might 
be in that knowledge and experience so desirable 
for a satisfactory fulfillment of the duties of the 
Chair, he might at least pledge himself, as he did, 
to discharge them faithfully and impartially. 

On motion of Mr. BENTON, 

Ordered, That the Secretary wait on the President of the 
United States, and inform him that the Senate, in the ab- 
sence of the Vice President, have chosen the Hon. Davip 
| R. Arcnison President of the Senate pro tempore ; and that 

he make a similar communication to the House of Repre- 
| sentatives. 

Mr. ALLEN presented various resolutions from 
| the Legislature of Ohio, touching the reduction of 
the price of public lands adjacent to the Wabash 
and Erie canals; declaring that so much of the 
ordinance of 1787 as relates to slavery ought to be 
| extended to any territory that may be acquired from 
Mexico; reduction in the rates of postage; declaring 
| it to be within the constitutional power of the Fed- 
_ eral Government to construct harbors and improve 
| rivers, and condemning the veto by the President 
| of the bill making appropriations for that purpose; 
and also approving of the course pursued by 
Tuomas Corwin, one of the Senators from that 
State, in regard to the Mexican war. These va- 
rious resolutions were read, and ordered to be 
printed, 

| Mr. DOWNS presented a memorial from judges 
/and members of the bar of New Orleans, asking 
that the rules of all proceedings in United States 
| courts in civil cases conform with the practice of 
| 

} 


} 
| 
} 
| 


the State courts of Louisiana; which was referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 

|| Mr. BUTLER, from the Committee on the Ju- 
| diciary, reported the joint resolution from the 
i the Secretary of State to fur- 
| nigh the clerk of the district court of the United 
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cates for the western district of Virginia with 
fur copies of Little and Brown’s edition of the 
Laws of the United States, with amendments. 
“Mr. B. also, from the same committee, reported 
House bill for the relief of Levi H. Corson, with- 
out amendment. ; ¥ 

Mr. RUSK, from the Committee on Military 
\fairs, reported House bill to refund money for 
expenses incurred, and subsistence or transporta- 
ion furnished for the use of the volunteers during 
the present war, before being mustered and received 
into the service of the United States, without 
amendment, and recommending its immediate pas- 


gage. 
~ ‘Mr. R. asked that the bill might be immediately 
considered; which motion was agreed to. 

Mr. TURNEY alluded to the fact that he had 
endeavored the other day to offer an amendment, 
not having been aware at the moment that the bill 
had not been referred; but, as it was now reported 
from the Military Committee, he should embrace 
the opportunity to offer the following amendment: 


« Be it further enacted, Thatin refunding moneys under 
this act, and the resolution which it amends, it shall be law- 
ful to pay interest at the rate of six per cent. per annuin on 
al] sums advanced by States, corporations, or individuals, 
in all eases Where the State, corporation, or individual paid 
or lost the interest, or is liable to pay it.’? 


The amendment having been agreed to, the bill 
was ordered to a third reading, and was subse- | 
quently read a third time and passed. 


On motion of Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, 


Resolved, That one thousand additional copies of the 
report of the Regents of the Smithsonian Institution be 
printed for the use of the Senate. 


On motion of Mr. ATHERTON, the Senate re- 
sumed the consideration of the bill making appro- 
priations for the current and contingent expenses 
of the Indian Department, and for fulfilling treaty 
stipulations with the various Indian tribes, for the 
year ending June 30, 1849, and for other pur- 
poses. 

The question being on the following amendment 
of Mr. Bex: 


“Sec. —. And he it further enacted, That the Secretary of 
War cause to be ascertained the number and names of such | 
mdividuals and families, including each member of every || 
family of the Cherokee nation of Indians, that remained in |, 
the State of North Carolina at the time of the ratification of | 
the treaty of New Echota, May twenty-three, eighteen hun- |; 
dred and thirty-six, and who have not removed west of the || 
Mississippi, or received the commutation for removal and | 
subsistence, and report the same to the Secretary of the 
Treasury, whereupon the Secretary of the Treasury shall || 
setapart, out Of any moneys in the treasury not otherwise 
appropriated, asum equal to fifty-three dojlars and thirty- 
three cents for each individual ascertained as aforesaid, and 
that he cause to be paid to every such individual, or his or 
her legal representative, interest at the rate 6f six per cent. | 
per annum on such per capita, from the said twenty-third || 
day of May, eighteen hundred and thirty-six, to the time of || 
the passage of this act, and continue annually thereafter said | 
payment of interest at the rate aforesaid. 

“SEC, —. And be it further enacted, That whenever here- | | 
after any individual or individuals of said Cherokee Indians || 
shall desire to remove and join the tribe west of the Missis- 
sippi, then the Secretary of War shall be authorized to with- 
(draw from the fund set apart as aforesaid the sum of fifty- | 
three dollars and thirty-three cents, and the interest due and || 
unpaid thereon, and apply the same, or such part thereof as || 
shall be necessary, to the removal and subsistence of such || 
individual or individuals, and pay the remainder, if any, or || 
the whole, if the said Indians or any of them shall prefer to | 
remove themselves, tosuch individuals or heads of families, | 
upon their removal west of the Mississippi.” 


Mr. BELL explained that there were about || 
1,250 Cherokees in Tennessee, Georgia, Alabama, | 
and North Carolina; about half of whom were a | 
nuisance in those States. They are under the ap- || 
prehension of losing their lands in North Carolina, || 
in consequence of a difficulty in the construction of || 
the treaty of 1835. The Indians remaining in North || 
Carolina took no part in the treaty, and had re- | 
ceived no portion of the annuities since 1820. They | 
had held lands in North Carolina since 1783, and | 
had never been disturbed by the State. They had {| 
lost their lands by the treaty of 1835, and had re- | 
purchased them, and there is a difficulty as to the | 
perfectness of the title. The treaty required the || 
removal of all the Indians west of the Mississippi, || 
and some refused. The United States commis- 
Sioners agreed to give compensation for improve- || 
nents and injuries, and the means necessary for | 
removal and subsistence. The treaty allows a due | 
portion of the money to such as were averse to || 
removal, and were qualified to become citizens; 
and the difficulty is, whether this shall be paid out 
of the five millions appropriated for the purchase 
of the lands of the Cherokees, or out of the treas- | 
ury. By subsequent legislation, additional appro- |! 











| 
} 
' 
} 





| appropriation now asked for. 
| was in the most unexceptionable form, and its 
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priations have been made for transportation and 
subsistence. The Cherokees of North Carolina 
contend that they are entitled to their full share of 
the five millions, without any deduction for removal 
and subsistence. The Committee on Indian Af- 
fairs has decided that they are entitled to their 
claim. 

The question is, out of which fund shall this 
claim be paid—out of the Indian fund, or out of 
the treasury of the United States? Congress has 
already established a precedent in favor of the 
latter. The amendment had been made at the 
instance of the committee. 

Mr. ATHERTON hoped the Senator from Ten- 
nessee would not burden this bill with a subject 
of so much importance, and involving so great an 
amount of expenditure. It would require more 
consideration than could be given to it at this time; 
and he suggested the propriety of making it the 
subject of a separate bill. 

It would be necessary to call on the department 
for information. The subject had been under ex- 
amination by the Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 
It had been reported against. Mr. Mason, Attor- 
ney General, had made an adverse report, which 
was approved by the Executive. A Committee 
on Indian Affairs had also reported against the 
claim. The subject is before a committee of the 
House; a call has been made for information; and 
it will have to undergo a full discussion. We 
ought not to act on it without such consideration 
and discussion, and therefore the amendment ought 
not now to be received. 

Mr. BADGER said, that if the question was 
important, it was not difficult. It was an appro- 
priation which ought to have been introduced into 
the present bill. The claim was under a treaty 
with the United States, and it would be only fair 
to insert a provision which ought to have been 
reported with the bill. He referred to the treaty 
to. show the correctness of his statement. The 
treaty gave twenty dollars per capita, and thirty- 


' three dollars and thirty cents for subsistence for one 
year; and those who were averse to go were as 


much entitled to this fifty-three dollars and thirty 
cents as they were who went. The case was too 
plain to require a protracted discussion. If the 
Executive had refused to pay this claim, there was 
a more imperative obligation on Congress to pro- 
vide for it. The amount offered no objection to 
the proposition, if the principle was correct. The 
Cherokees were a nuisance to the people of North 
Carolina, and this itself should be a reason for the 
The amendment 


adoption was necessary for the preservation of the 
ace in North Carolina. 
Mr. BRIGHT moved to postpone the further 


{ . : ° . 
consideration of the bill; which was agreed to. 


OREGON. 


On motion of Mr. BRIGHT, the Senate resumed i 
| the consideration of the bill to establish the Terri- 
torial Government of Oregon. 


The question being on the amendment moved 
by Mr. Hate, to insert the following section: 


= 
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Mr. BRIGHT regretted the absence of the chair- 
man of the Committee on Territories. The bill 
would not have been brought up during his ab- 
sence but for the recent events in Oregon, and the 
message of the President on the subject. The bill 
is substantially the same as the bills for the admis- 
sion of Wisconsin and lowa, with the exception 
of the 12th section, which varies in some respects 
from the clause in the other bills. The laws of 
Oregon prohibit slavery in the Territory, and these 
laws will remain unless changed by the legislative 
authority. He objected to the proposition of the 


, Senator from Florida to insert the 12th section of 


the bill of the last session, because it restricted the 
Legislature of Oregon too severely. If the question 
which has been introduced by the Senator from 
New Hampshire were now to be discuased, the bill 
could not be passed for some days, and he regret- 
ted that that Senator should have felt it his duty 
to offer it at this time. He would have no objec- 
tion to strike out the 12th section if any substitute 
could be provided for it. 

Mr. WESTCOTT, if he understood the sec- 
tion, regarded it as excluding slavery, as adopting 
the organic law of Iowa to thateffect. Did the 
Senator from Indiana admit that the act of the pro- 
visional government of Oregon excluded slavery? 

Mr. BRIGHT said he so admitted it. 

Mr. HALE, with leave of the Senator, withdrew 
his amendment for the present. He had been 
accused of thrusting a firebrand in the Senate. He 
would now take it out, and see how the bill would 
zo on without it. He would renew it hereafter or 
not, as he might deem best. 

The question recurring on the motion of Mr. 


| WESTCOTT— 


| 


} 


Mr. BRIGHT, with the consent of the friends, 
consented to strike out the 12th section. He moved 
to strike it out. 

|. Mr. HALE said if that section was stricken out 
he should renew his amendment. His object was 
to permit the bill to pass in its presentshape. He 
asked the yeas and nays on the motion. 
| Mr. CALHOUN thought the striking out of the 
12th section would not remove the difficulty. There 
| are three questions involved: Ist. The power «f 
| Congress to interfere with persons emigrating with 
| their property into the State; 2d. The power of 
the Territorial Government to do so; and, 3d. The 
vower of Congress to vest such a power in the 
erritory. The amendment moved by the Sena- 
tor from Florida was the only course. He did not 
| wish to delay the bill. But if the matter was to 
| be gone into, it would be the best way to separate 
| the military authority from the residue of the bill, 
| and act on that at present. 

Mr. MILLER expressed surprise at the extent 
of the assumption that the people of Oregon had 
no right to prohibit slavery. Where was the au- 
thority to create slavery there? 

Mr. DICKINSON said he was willing to strike 
out the 12th section, and to leave the territorial 


|| government to take care of itself. He had full 


| 


' 


“Src. —. And be it further enacted, That the inhabitants | 
of said Territory shall be entitled to enjoy ali and singular | 


the rights, privileges, and advantages, granted and secured 


jj to the people of the territory of the United States northwest 


of the river Ohio, by the articles of compact contained in 
the ordinance for the government of said territory, on the 


thirteenth day of July, seventeen hundred and eighty-seven; | 


and shall be subject to all the conditions, and restrictions, 
and prohibitions in said articles of compact imposed upon 
the people of said territory; and the existing laws now in 
force in the Territory of Oregon, under the authority of the 
provisional government established by the people thereof, 
shall continue to he valid and operative therein, so far as 
the same be not incompatible with the principles and pro- 


visions of this act; subject, nevertheless, to be altered, 
modified, or repealed by the Governor and Legislative As- | 


sembly of the said Territory of Oregon; and the laws of 


4 
the United States are hereby extended over, and declared 


to be in force in, said Territory, so far as the same or any || 


provision thereof may be applicable.” 


Mr. BUTLER briefly explained his course in | 


the Judiciary Committee in relation to the bill of 


last session, in order to show that it was only in- 
tended to make it conform to the laws of lowa. 
If the bill now brought forward, as the bill of last 
session, contains the ordinance of 1787, it was 
adopted by a misconception on_ his 
amendment of the Senator from New Hampshire 
extended that ordinance to the Territory of Oregon, 
which was already covertly included in the clause 
of last session as it came from the Committee on 
Territories. 


| confidence in the wisdom of the territorial legisla- 


ture to make its own laws. 

Mr. BAGBY referred to the principles laid down 
in the resolutions he had some time since submit- 
ted to the Senate as those which must be sustained, 
‘| and should regulate the action of Congress. Con- 
| gress has no more right over the territory than it 
| has over any other property of the United States, 

Here we were about to erect a wall around a ter- 
| ritory in which citizens of other States could no 
meet without leaving their property behind them. 
| He differed from the Senator from South Carolina 
as to the twelfth section. That section was an 
| eyesore to him, and he wished it stricken out; in 
which event he would vote for the bill, deeming it 
sufficient for its purposes as it would then stand. 
He protested against the monstrous doctrine ad- 
vanced by the Senator from New York, [Mr. 
Dickinson,] and protested also against these at- 
tempts to surup agitation in reference toa territory 
into which it was generally admitted that slavery 
| was never likely to enter. 


(| Mr. HALE. Will the Senator allow me? I 


} 
j 
‘ 


have withdrawn my firebrand, and this is a south- 


‘| ern firebrand which is now thrown in, 


art. The || 
| he promises to renew it. 
'| more slowly than the southern fire; and whenever 


} 


|| it, he has wind enough to kindle a flame 
a ©. 


Mr. BAGBY. I know he has withdrawn it, but 
The northern fire burns 


|, the Senator from New Hampshire desires to renew 
e 
al 





deprecated the new doctrine as to these ephe 
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things called territorial governments, by which any 
twenty thousand settlers on the public lands might 
set up a government, and demand the right to 
enact their own laws. He contended that a power 
could not be delegated to a creature which the cre- 
ator did not possess. If by inherent right the peo- 
ple could form a government, why do they come 
to Congress to ask the power? and to what extent 
could Congress confer power? Not beyond the 
rower vested init by the Constitution. 

Mr. FOOTE regretted that this discussion had 
been commenced and had gone on in such a strange 
manner, 
twelfth section would remove his objection to the 
bill, sull the Senator from Alabama went at length 
into a question which it had been the desire of 
many Senators, by a mutual understanding, to 
avoid. tle was prepared to go into this question 
whenever it was forced apon him; but he had been 
stricken with a thrill of delight as he listened to 
the wise and patriouc suggesuons of the Senator 
from Muissour: yesterday, that we should confine 
our attention to the duues imposed on us. Should 
the resolutions submitted by the Senator from New 
York be taken up, he should be prepared to offer 
his views at length on this question. He was op- 
posed to the agitation of this question at the present 
time, as it mightenable an individual to whom the 
Abolitionists were attracted to increase his popu- 
larity, and mightalso have the effect of exciting 
the South so as to weaken the strength of the great 
party to which he was attached in that section 
of the Union, There wasa plan on foot to distract 
the South, which he would expose ata proper time. 

Mr. LIALE assured the Senator from Missis- 
sippi that his friends did not calculate on the vote 
of his State at the pending election. He had risen 
to say, that this firebrand did not come from him. 
He had drawn out his firebrand, but the fire had 
burned more brightly than before it was taken out. 
He regretted that Senators should now consider 
the ordinance of 1787 as insulting to the southern 
States. If that ordinance was an insult, how was 
it they had remained quiet under it more than half 
a century? With all his respect for gentlemen, 
and all his abhorrence to wound the feelings of 
any, he could not avoid saying that he felt little 
sympathy with those who had lived under an in- 
sult which was sixty years old before it was dis- 
covered. He charged the Senator from Alabama 
with introducing and arguing abstractions, while 
he charged him (Mr. Elave] with doing that very 
thing. At the risk of offending those who had 
sustuned him ata time when sympathy was worth 
something and votes were worth more, he had 
withdrawn his amendment, and then a more pes- 
tiferous movement was made, 

Mr. BUTLER asked if the Senator had not 
indicated, when he withdrew his proposition, his 
intention to introduce the faked again,as soon 
as he saw that one which was about to be intro- 
duced had burned out? 

Mr. HALE replied. He had asked the Chair 
if it would be in order to offer his amendment 
again, if he withdrew it for the purpose of ena- 
bling the Senator from Florida to offer his? Having 
been informed that it would be in order, he with- 
drew it, stating that he might offer it, or not, as he 
should think proper. His intention was, if the 
bill was suffered to pass in the shape proposed, 
not to offer it again. But when he found other 


doctors dusing it, he determined that he would try | 
He then laid down his 


his own medicine again. 
Proposition that slaves could not be regarded as 


property, and quoted some judicial decisions to | 


sustain him in this view. 


in the views which he had expressed, he was , 


happy to say that he was supported by many dis- 
tinguished men from the South. Every southern 
gentleman regarded the existence of slavery as an 


evil, and was anxious to free the slaveholding 


States from the odium of its introduction. It was 
alleged by some, that the curse had its origin in 
the mercenary course pursued by the New Eng- 
land merchants, who entered into the traffic in 
slaves for profit; others charged all the responsi- 
bility on Great Britain. If the evil, therefore, was 
of that odious character that even the South shrunk 
from the responsibility of its introduction, with 
what consistency could southern Senators vote for 
extending it to new territories where it had never 
yet obtained a footing, and where it was said that 


r s 
it we likely to enter? He gave southern gen- 





tle 


{? 


Admitting that the striking out of the | 
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ner in which they expressed their views. They 

met the question fairly and candidly. Every man 

could understand them, There was no beating 

about the bush among them. With such oppo- 

nents it was gratifying to contend. Very different 

was their course to that of certain animals which 

had been characterized as northern men with 

southern principles. He invoked the attention of 
the Senate to the declaration of the Senator from 

Mississippi, that in the discussion of this great | 
question, he was not influenced by truth, justice, 
and humanity; but that he was anxious to evade 
its full and fair discussion, from an apprehension 
that it would have the effect of distracting a party, | 
and weakening that glorious ticket which was to 
sweep over the whole of the United States like a 
hurricane. 

Mr. FOOTE begged to explain, that he had 
only named this as one of the consequences of the | 
discussion of the question at this time, and he was 
prepared, at a proper time, to go into the proofs | 
which had come into his possession on this point. 
But he had stated, as his main objection, the delay 
of the bill; which must be the consequence of the 
agitation of the subject at this time, and this, too, 
at amoment when our immediate action is demand- 
ed by the perilous condition of our fellow-citizens 
in the Territory of Oregon. 

Some further discussion ensued between Mr. 
Hare and Mr. Foore, which partook of a per- 
sonal character, and had no reference to the ques- 


tion legitimately before the Senate; and, pending | 


this debate, 
The Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Frivay, June 2, 1848. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
Mr. EDWARDS, from the select committee ap- 


| pointed to consider the various memorials praying 


the passage of a law prohibiting the importation of 
adulterated drugs and medicines, reported a bill to 
prohibit the importation of adulterated, deteriorated, 
and misnamed medicines. 

The bill having been twice read— 

Mr. EDWARDS begged leave to state that the 
bill which he had just reported had met with the 


entire approbation of the select committee to whom | 


the subject had been referred. It was a subject of 
great importance to the entire country. He had 


recently received a letter informing him thattwenty- | 
four thousand pounds of adulterated Peruvian bark | 


| alone had just been imported; and as this subject 


had been for two months before committees of this 
House, it having first been referred to the Commit- 
tee on Commerce, and afterwards to a select com- 


mittee, those who were engaged in this trade had | 


become wide awake, and were importing largely in 
anticipation of the passage of some such billas this. 
It was therefore obviously necessary that this bill 


should be promptly passed, that such deleterious | 
importations might be caught on their arrival in | 
He moved that the bill be put upon its | 


our po rts. 
passage. 


Mr. HUNT hoped there would be no objection | 


to the immediate passage of this bill. It was of 
vital importance to the country. The importation 


_ of deleterious drugs had been very injurious to our 


i 
i 


} 


great credit for the open and manly man- | 


army during the war with Mexico, and hence some 
action on this subject was loudly demanded. When 
it was before the Committee on Commerce, there 
was but one opinion respecting it; but it was deemed 
betier thatitshould be referred toa select committee 
of medical men, who would perhaps be better able 
lo suggest a remedy to protect the country against 
the mischiefs to which it was exposed by deleteri- 
ous importations. He hoped it would be passed 
without debate; but, if any discussion were neces- 
sary to satisfy the House of the propriety of pass- 
ing this bill, he would suggest that the able report 


of the committee should be read. Nothing more | 


would be necessary. 
previous question. ; 

The House sustained the call for the previous | 
question, under the operation of which the bill was 
passed. 


In conclusion, he moved the | 


were ordered to be printed. 


Mr. ASHMUN moved that 10,000 extra copies || r ; 
| passed, except the bills for the relief of Peter 


of the report accompanying the bill be printed. 
After a few words between Messrs. COBB, of 
Georgia, ROOT, and ASHMUN, this motion was 


referred to the Committee on Printing. 


|| the week. 


On motion of Mr. VINTON, the bill and report | 
1} 


PRIVATE BILLS. 
| Mr. ROCKWELL, of Connecticut, moved th 
the House resolve itself into Committee of 
Whole on the private calendar. . 
Mr. VINTON said he had been instructed , 
the Committee of Ways and Means to move to : 
into Committee of the Whole on the state of oe 
Union on Fridays and Saturdays for the residue of 
the session, that the appropriation bills might be 
acted upon on those as well as the other days of 


| Mr. ROCKWELL begged the gentleman from 
Ohio not to press that motion to-day, as this was 

‘objection day,’’ on which bills could be passed 

that were unobjectionable. 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia, said it was a question 
of importance whether the House would go oy 
| with the public business, and, therefore, he called 

for the yeas and nays on the motion to go into 

Committee of the Whole House on the private 

calendar. 
| The yeas and nays were ordered, and beinc 
taken, resulted thus: Yeas 84, nays 8]. The 
House accordingly (Mr. Bropuean, of Pennsylya. 
nia, in the chair) resolved itself into Commitiee of 
the Whole House on the private calendar. 

The following bills were taken up, read, con- 
| sidered, and ordered to be reported to the House, 
| viz: 

For the relief of Peter Shaffer. 

For the benefit of John Ozias. 

For the relief of the legal representatives of Rob- 
ert Fulton, deceased. 

___ For the relief of Anna Giffin, of the county of 
| Wyoming, State of New York. 

For the relief of William Butler. 

For the relief of William De Buys, late postmas- 
| ter at New Orleans. 
| For the relief of Artemas Conant. 
| Granting a pension to Ruth Hollenbeck. 

For the relief of Jesse Washington Jackson. 

‘| For the relief of James Fugate. 

‘| For the relief of Samuel Gray. 

| For the relief of Lizur B. Canfield. 
| For the relief of John Hibbert. 

|| For the relief of Daniel H. Warren. 
| 


For the relief of Nathaniel Shiflett. 

For the relief of Skelton Felton. 
| For the relief of Emanuel Berri and John M. 
| Keese. 

And Senate bills for the relief of Richard Bloss 
and others; for the relief of Jones & Boker; and for 
the relief of Charles L. Dell. 

The following bills were amended, and ordered 
| to be reported to the House, viz: 

Joint resolution of the Senate in favor of David 
Shaw and Solomon T. Corser; and House bill for 
the relief of Lewis Hastings. 

The following bills were also acted on and or- 
dered to be reported to the House: Bills autho- 
_rizing the Secretary of War to issue a duplicate 
of land warrant No. 1,469, which originally issued 
in favor of Adam Hart, February 3, 1829; and for 
the relief of Thomas B. Graham; and Senate bill 
| for the relief of Fernando Fellany. 

The committee having reported all of the above 
| bills— 

| The House first proceeded to consider the bill 
| for the relief of John P. Converse, reported to the 
| House by the Committee of the Whole on Satur- 
|| day last; when— : 

| On motion of Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, it was 
|| recommitted to the Committee of Claims. 

| Bills from the Senate for the relief of Joseph 
| Wilson, and for the relief of W. B. Slaughter, late 
Secretary of the Territory of Wisconsin, reported 
| from the Committee of the Whole on Saturday 
‘last, (the latter with an amendment, which was 
agreed to,) were taken up, read a third time, and 
passed, 

The bills for the relief of William Fuller and 
' Orlando Saltmarsh, and forthe relief of H. D. John- 

son, which were reported by the Committee of the 
|| Wholeon Saturday last, were taken up and ordered 
to be engrossed; and being engrossed, were read a 
third time, passed, and sent to the Senate for con- 
currence. : 

The House then proceeded to consider the bills 
this day reported from the Committee of the Whole, 
when they were severally read a third time and 


| Shaffer and for the relief of William De Buys, late 
| postmaster at New Orleans, which were laid over 
! for further consideration. 
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“Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee, asked the con- 
sent of the House to introduce the following res- 


gluon: 

Resolved, Thatthe Committee on Patents be, and they are 
hereby, authorized and required to send for persons and pa- 

TS, and to thoroughly investigate the charges as preferred 
by H. 8. Thistle against the Commissioner of Patents for 
granting letters patent to Thornton Grimsley for an improve- 
ment inthe mantfacture of dragoon saddles, when at the 
eqine tine (#@s alleged by said Thistle) an application for the | 
came invention for letters patent had been pending in the 


Patent Office some several months prior to and at the time | 


of said Grimsley’s application, and for which letters patent | 
were issued to said Grimsley without due notice being given 
to said Thistle, as required by law in such cases; and that 
said committee report the result of such investigation to this 
House at the earliest day practicable. 

Mr. BOWLIN objected, and the resolution was 
not received. 

INTERNATIONAL EXCHANGES. t 

Mr. MURPHY asked the unanimous consent of 
the House to offer a resolution in relation to Mr. 
Vattemare’s plan of international exchange of for- 
eign publications. Mr. Vattemare had been here 
for three months, and was still remaining in the dark 
respecting the result of his application to this Gov- 
ernment. He hoped there would, therefore, be 
no objection to the resolution which he desired to 
offer: 

Resolved, That the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union be discharged from the further consideration of 
House bill No. 469, to regulate the exchange of certain doc- 
uments and other publications of Congress. 

The resolution having been agreed to, the House 
proceeded to consider said bill, which was read, as 
follows: 


A BILL to regulate the exchange of certain documents and 
other publications of Congress. 
Be it enacted, §c., That the Joint Committee onthe Libra- | 
ry shall appoint such agents as they may from time to time 
deem requisite, to carry into effect the donation and exchange 


TH 
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rying the mail between that city and Havana, in 
Cuba, may be approved by Congress; which was 
referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. 

Mr. HUNTER presented a petition from John 
R. Bryant, administrator of Purser Garretson, 
asking a reimbursement of money expended for 
office rent; which was referred to the Committee 
on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. BREESE presented a petition from Mary 
Ann Bronaugh, widow of a deceased volunteer in 
the Mexican war, asking a pension; which was 
referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. WEBSTER, from the Committee on For- 
eign Relations, reported the bill further to carry 
into effect the provisions and stipulations of the 
ninth article of the Florida treaty, with respect to 
certain losses by Spanish subjects in West Florida, 
without amendment, recemmending its passage, 
and accompanied by a report; of which, on mo- 
tion of Mr. WESTCOTT, 500 extra copies were 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, from the Commit- 
tee on the Library, reported the following resolu- 
tion; which was read a first time: 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United Stutes of America in Congress assembled, That 
the postrait of Major General Baron De Kalb, presented by 
his surviving family, be placed in the Library of Congress. 

Mr. DAVIS also presented, in the name of Brig- 
adier General Twiggs, a Mexican flag, taken in 
Mexico, which he introduced by an eulogium on 
the exploits of our army in the various battles 
which led to the occupation of the capital. 

Mr. DAYTON suggested that the flag be de- 


| peores in the Department of State; but as Mr. 


avis thought some more conspicuous position 


|| should be assigned to it, Mr. Dayron withdrew 


of such documents and other publications as have been or || his suggestion, and the subject was suffered to lie 


shall be placed at their disposal for the purpose. 

Sec. 2. wind be it further enacted, That all books trans- 
mitted through such agents for the use of the Government 
of the United States, or of any governmentof a State or of its | 
Legislature, or of any department of the Government of the 
United States or of a State, or of the Academy at West Point, | 


or of the National Institute, shall be admitted into the United || 
States duty free. | 2 ; 
|| out the twelfth section. 


Sec. 3. .dnd be it further enacted, That the sum of two 
thousand dollars is hereby appropriated out of any money in 
the treasury not otherwise appropriated, and the same is 
putat the disposal of the Library Committee, for the pur- | 


| over. 


| OREGON. 


On motion of Mr. BRIGHT, the Senate resumed 


|| the consideration of the bill to establish a terri- 


torial government in Oregon. 
Mr. BRIGHT withdrew his motion to strike 


GLOB 


_ existing laws. He thought the inhabitants oucht 
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to have the power to establish their own munici- 
nal regulations, and that the restrictions contained 
in the Senate bill are sufficient to prevent any evil 
results. 

Mr. RUSK regretted that the Senator from In- 
diana had consented to withdraw his motion to 
strike out the section, because he thought it con- 
stituted a common ground on which all might have 
united, and have avoided the discussion of the 
slavery question. He took a different view of the 
effect of this section from that taken by the Sena- 
tor from North Carolina who had just spoken. 

Mr. WESTCOTT sent to the Secretary a copy 
of the organic laws of Oregon, as adopted previ- 
ous to the treaty of Oregon; which was read. 

Mr. BUTLER said it was evident that this bill 
did not come to the Senate with the twelfth section 
in it by the consent of a full Committee on the 
Territories. It was sanctioned by two members 
of that committee, and was in direct conflict with 
the well-guarded and able bill reported by the Ju- 
diciary Committee. He had hoped the section 
would be stricken out, and that the peop'e of Ore- 
gon might be left to make such laws as they may 
think proper, whether they exclude or admit sla- 
very. He did not wish to send out a bill which 
could be held up by the North as a concession of 
the South. He was willing to give the people the 


' right to legislate hereafter, but he was required to 


go further. He did not, however, admit the right 
of a territory to legislate in opposition to the opin- 
ions of Congress. He believed that slavery would 


| never exist in Oregon, and therefore he would not 


| Mr. BERRIEN renewed the motion, and asked 


pose of carrying into effect such donation and exchange, and | 
of paying the expenses already incurred in relation thereto. | 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, moved to recommit | 
the bill to the Committee of the Whole on the state | 


of the Union. 

Mr. MURPHY urged Mr. Jones to withdraw 
his motion and let the bill pass. Mr. Vattemare 
had been here three or four months at considerable 
expense, and it was the wish of the Committee on 
the Library to defray his expenses, and there was 
no way by which the committee could do so unless 
the bill passed. 


Mr. McK AY said the bill required consideration | 


in committee, and he hoped the motion of the gen- 
tleman from Tennessee would prevail. 


Mr. FARAN rose to a question of order. A 


rule of the House required that all money bills or 
bills appropriating money 


the Chair to put them there? 

The SPEAKER stated that the Committee of 
the Whole had just been discharged from the con- 
sideration of the bill. 


The question was put on recommitting the bill, | 


and no quorum voted. 
The House then adjourned. 





IN SENATE. 
Fripay, June 2, 1848. 


The CHAIR communicated a report from the 
Secretary of the Treasury relative to experiments 
in weights and measures; of which, on motion of 
Mr. DOWNS, 10,000 extra copies were ordered to | 
be printed. 

Also, a report from the Fifth Auditor of the 
Treasury, in reply to a resolution submitted by | 
Mr. Wessrer on the 29th ult., on the subject of 
the delay in the progress of erecting a light-house | 


on Execution Rocks, Long Island; which was | 


ordered to be printed. i] 
Mr. CALHOUN presented a memorial from a || effective. 


number of merchants of Charleston, asking that 
the contract entered into between the Postmaster | 
General and certain citizens of Charleston, for car- 


be first considered in | 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, | 
and he desired to know if it was not the duty of | 


| 
i 





\| 


the yeas and nays, which were ordered. 


laws in Oregon. 


been submitted to us. 


any ardent spirits in the territory. [Mr. Hae: 
| Good!) The Senator from New Hampshire says 
**good,’’ and he will probably vote for the bill. 


had a right thus to interfere with the United States 
| system of import duties? The provisional gov- 
ernment of Oregon was merely an assemblage of 
emigrants who first went there—of all nations and 





| ment while we held the territory in joint occupa- 
| tion with Great Britain. He suggested these facts 
for the consideration of the Senate. 

Mr. TURNEY was in favor of the motion 
when made by the Senator from Indiana, because 
he regarded it as intended to conciliate the North 

| and the South. 
| 


of the section, of the dangers to which they sub- 
jected themselves by withdrawing the motion to 
| strike it out. The party would be at sea, and 


there could be no union between the North and | 


South. 

Mr. BADGER gave briefly his reasons for 

| voting to retain the twelfth section. The settlers in 
Oregon, for the purpres of self-defence, had estab- 

lished a provisional government. Congress was 

now called on to sanction the acts of this provis- 

ional government. Should this section be stricken 

out, the people of Oregon wiil be left in a situation 

in which they will have no laws which can be 

carried into execution. Months must elapse before 

the system now to be established can be made 

We must either give temporary force 
to the laws now existing, or abolish them. He 
regarded the retention of the section as necessary 
to enable the people to obtain the benefits of the 


castes—and never was recognized as a govern- | 


But he had withdrawn it, and it | 
| was renewed by a southern Senator; so that it | 
was intended now to make it a sectional question. | 
He regarded it as a violation of the common plat- | 
form agreed on by the Democratic party. He 

warned the Senators who advocated the retention | 


Mr. WESTCOTT wished to ask if Senators | 
understood the character and effect of the existing | 
He alluded to all the laws. We | 
were about to sanction laws which have not yet | 
There was among them a |) 
'sumptuary law, prohibiting the introduction of | 


But he would ask, if the territorial government | 


discuss the question now. But he protested against 
the doctrine that any territory could frame laws in 
contradiction to the laws of Congress. 

Mr. BADGER explained what he had said, and 
which (he complained) had been misunderstood or 
misstated, and reasserted the grounds on which he 
had placed his argument against striking out the 
section. He insisted that territories had no power 
to legislate independent of Congress; that they dc- 
rived all their legislative authority from Congress, 
The people of Oregon had established a govern- 
ment without the authority of Congress, and it had 
continued by sufferance and not by right, until Con- 
gress shall establish it. By the omission of Con- 
gress, the people of Oregon have been compelled 
to make laws; but any of these laws—such as that 
assuming the right to make war, and to dispose of 
the public lands—as violate the powers of the Gen- 
eral Government, are void, 

Mr. RUSK referred to the fifteenth section of 


| the act which gives to all the existing regulations 
| the force and character of laws. 


He objected to 
the twelfth section, because it was taken up by 
politicians to foment discords in the country and 
on this floor. He did not wish to force, or to re- 
strict slavery, in any State. But he would not go 
into that question now. He hoped the friends of 
the bill would reconsider their course. 

Mr. NILES said he had always desired to avoid 
this subject whenever it was introduced on a mere 
abstraction; but now it was brought before us in 
a bill of a very important character to establish a 
form of government. He objected to the term 
‘*firebrand”’ being applied to the subject, The ques- 
tion, as far as he understood it, waa, whether we 
should incorporate slavery in the new territory, or 
leave the door open, and permit slavery to insinuate 
and establish itself there. He understood the gist 
of the principle laid down by some Senators to be, 
that slavery was the fundamental law of every ter- 
ritory. If it was intended to assert that all prop- 


‘erty belongs to the Federal Government, what 


became of the rights of States? And how could 
this ground be taken by the advocates of State 
rights? The Constitution took no cognizance of 
property. Its regulation was left to the States; 
and if what is property in one State is not property 
in another, we must adopt some rule of decision 
which will violate the provisions of one State or 
another. The question is in our hands, and the 
majority must determine it, and the minority must 
submit to the decision. He was ready to act on 
this view. 

We had been told that the Federal Government 
must not touch slavery, and he went with the 
southern Senators in that view. It was said to 
be a State right, yet here it is required to be regu- 
lated by the Federal Government. He could not 


go for this. To introduce slavery into a tercjtory 
now free was a new question, and he was notpre- 
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pared to sanction it. 
supposed that the northern States would send rep- 
resentatives here to see such a course carried out, 
The doctrine that the question of slavery should be 
left to the people of the territory to determine, 
(which might be very popular,) he was opposed 
to, because he did not recognize every assemblage 
of individuals as possessing the element of sov- 
ercignty. 

lle re rretted to see a disposition on both sides 
the Chamber to avoid the discussion of important 
questions. He was prepared to meet it in any 
shape. Would Senators from six States, who 
were instructed to introduce the non-slavery prin- 
ciple in all acts for the establishment of new terri- 
torial governments, be willing to sit still when a 
bill like this was under consideration? He could 
not do so. He did not know how the Senators 
from New York, who had been instructed twice 
over, would act. He had himself been instructed 
twice, but the instruction made no difference in 
Ile believed the discussion and set- 
tlement of this subject by Congress would have 
the effect of tranquilizing and settling the public 
mind. Heshould go against striking out the sec- 
tion. If you strike out the section, you introduce 
an entirely new system in our legislation. He 
referred to the course adopted in the establishment 
of territorial governments and the admission of 
States, to show that it was at variance with that 
now pursued. It had always been a rule to make 
the existing laws and condition of the people the 
basis of legislation. But we refuse to do that in 
the present case; we leave the present condition 
and laws of the people entirely out of view. We 
have now to settle the question of slavery in Ore- 
gon finally, as regards the Federal Government, 
because, when the territory becomes a State, it 
acts in its sovereign capacity, and he thought the 
Lest way was to settle it conclusively, without at- 
tempting to shun it. In reference to slavery as 
an element of power, he stated that it was not a 
power which would concentrate itselfin the North; 
but ip the Federal Government it was an element 
of immense power, because it enabled it to control 
and wield the whole power of the South. He 
warned the North against being deluded by the 
siren song of harmony and conciliation, which 
never did mean anything else, and never would 
mean anything else, than that the North must 
rive up. He wished to see the balance-wheel of 
justice preserved, lest, by long forbearance on the 
part of the North, the South should pursue a 
course which would finally become intolerable, 
and then the North might be compelled to vindicate 
itself, and to do it with more power than discre- 
tion. Tle went on to speak of slaves being re- 
garded as property, and concluded by a very 
cloquent appeal to the Senate to permit the ques- 
tion to be now disposed of. 

Mr. DOWNS followed. He stated that he did 
not go the full extent of the sentiments entertained 
and expressed by some of the southern Senators. 
He had never gone the length of asserting that 
slavery was the fundamental law of any territory. 
He complained of the assertion that this question 
concentrated yiooeed in the South. He said that 


his course, 


the South had never received her due portion of | 


the benefits of the Federal Government. He did 
not allude to offices. The South was willing to 
permit the offices, which they considered as merely 
incidents, to be given to the North; but in com- 
mercial facilities and in the appropriations for the 
pubhe benefit, the South had been left far behind 
the North. ‘The South did not desire to bring on 
this question for debate. She understood her po- 
sition too well. She knew that her position was 
a defensive one, and it was not for her to come 
forward and provoke a discussion. 
the South in favor of the annexation of Texas was 
an act of” self-defence, in consequence of the re- 
veated assaults made on her from the North. 
Phere had been no preliminary movements in the 
South—no meetings; all the movements were made 
in the North. And these movements led to the 
union of the South for the purpose of self-defence. 
On the Missouri question, the South did not move 
the first, nor will they make the first movement. 
They will expostulate with their friends in the 
North; they would entreat, but they would not 
move until they should find it necessary for self- 
preservation, Let us lay this question at rest; let 
us Cl igpe grave and bury it, and swear on the Con- 
stitution never again to disturb its repose,and every 


He asked Senators if they 


The vote of 


acting on the bill without delay, and avowed his || ment on the whole subject. 
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member from the South will come there and kiss || 


the book. 

Mr. HOUSTON, for the purpose of putting an 
end to the discussion, moved to amend the twelfth 
section, in the ninth line, by inserting the follow- 


ing words: ** or in violation of any rights by the | 


laws or Constitution of the United States vested in 


or secured to the citizens of the United States, or | 


any of them,’’ so that the section would read as 
follows: 


Bec. 12. And he it further enacted, That the inhabitants 
of the said Territory shall be entitled to all the rights, privi- 
leges, and immunities heretofore granted and secured to the 
Territory of Lowa and to its inbabitants; and the existing 
lawa now in force in the Territory of Oregon, under the au- 
thority of the provisional government established by the 
people thereof, shall continue to be valid and operative 
therein, so tar as the same be not incompatible with the 
provisions of this act, or in violation of any rights by the 
law or Constitution of the United States vested or secured 
to the citizens of the United States, or any of them; subject, 
nevertheless, to be altered, modified, or repealed, by the 
Governor and Legislative Assembly of the said Territory of 
Oregon; and the laws of the United States are hereby ex- 


tended over and declared to be in force in said Territory, so | 
fur as the saine, Or any provision thereof, may be applica-— 


ble. 
The amendment was agreed to. 
The question recurring on the motion to strike 
out the section— 
Mr. CALHOUN asked the Senator from Texas 
what was the object contemplated in his amend- 
ment; whether it was to give protection to the 
property of southern gentlemen ? 
Mr. HOUSTON said his object was to protect 
the citizens of Oregon. As to slavery, it was a 
question not belonging to Congress. It was the 
| province of the Judiciary to set aside any uncon- 
| stitutional act of Congress. He was not to be 
alarmed by any little outbreaks in this Chamber. 

He had no idea that we were standing on the verge 


solved. He believed nothing of the kind. He 


triotism of Senators; and if that should fatl, he would 


/appeal to the integrity and patriotism north and | 


/south. He regretted to see the most important 
principles made the football of passion and bad 
feeling. 

| Mr. CALHOUN made a few remarks on the 
applicability of the principles adopted in reference 
to lowa to the Territory of Oregon. 

| Mr. HOUSTON explained. 
Mr. HANNEGAN suggested that the ordinance 

of 1787 could never have been operative in lowa. 


Some further explanations on the subject were | 


made between Mr. BUTLER and Mr. CRIT- 
TENDEN. 

Mr. HANNEGAN said that every difficulty had 
been removed by the adoption of the amendment. 
He hoped the bill would now be passed, and that 
then, for an important reason, the Senate would 
go into Executive business. 

Mr. CALHOUN made some explanation as to 
the admission of lowa. 

Mr. BERRIEN added a few words, and moved 


that the Senate proceed to the consideration of Ex- | 


ecutive business. 


Mr. BRIGHT asked for the yeas and nays; | 


which were ordered. 


Mr. UPHAM moved that the Senate adjourn. 


which were ordered. 


The question being taken, it was decided as fol- | 


lows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Badger, Baldwin, Bell, Berrien, Butler, 


Miller, Niles, Spruance, and Upham—1l4. 
NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Atchison, Atherton, Bagby, Ben- 
ton, Borland, Bradbury, Breese, Bright, Crittenden, Davis 


of Mississippi, Dickinson, Dix, Downs, Felch, Foute, Hale, | 


Hannegan, Houston, Hunter, Johnson of Georgia, Lewis, 
Moor, Rusk, Sebastian, Sturgeon, Turney, Underwood, 
Westcott, and Yulee—2). 


Mr. HANNEGAN desired to go into Executive 


of a crisis—tiat the Union was about to be dis- | 


had too much confidence in the integrity and pa- 


Mr. BRIGHT asked for the yeas and nays; | 


Calhoun, Clarke, Davis of Massachusetts, Dayton, Mangum, || 
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On this question Mr. BRIGHT again dem 
| the yeas and nays; which were ordered: 
vote stood for passing over informally: 
nays 17, as follows: 
_ YEAS—Messrs. Atchison, Badger, Baldwin, Bel) Be 
rien, Butler, Calhoun, Clarke, Crittenden, Davis of M a 
chusetis, Davis of Mississippi, Dayton, Downs, * ag 
| Johnson of Georgia, Lewis, Mangum, Miller, Niles Sohne’ 
tian, Spruance, Turney, Underwood, Upham, Westeon, 
| and Yulee—26. ny 
NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Atherton, Bagby, Benton, Lor 
} land, Bradbury, Breese, Bright, Dickinson, Dix, Felch, 
Foote, Hannegan, Houston, Moor, Rusk, and Sturgeon—}>.’ 
On motion of Mr. HANNEGAN, the Senate 
proceeded to the consideration of Executive busi. 
ness, and, after some time spent therein, the d 
| were reopened, and 
The Senate adjourned. 


anded 


when the 
Yeas 26, 


o0rs 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Saturpay, June 3, 1848. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved, 


Mr. MOREHEAD presented a memorial of of 
ficers of the army in Mexico, praying the purchase 
and improvement of a piece of ground to be de. 
nominated the ** American Cemetery,”’ and that 
the bodies of all American soldiers, who have 
sacrificed their lives for their country in Mexieo 
_or who may hereafter die in that country, may “id 
therein interred. Referred to the Committee on 
| Military Affairs. 

The House proceeded to consider the bill for the 
relief of Peter Shaffer, yesterday reported from 
the Committee of the Whole and laid aside for 
consideration this day. 

Mr. DANIEL took the floor, and spoke in Ops 
position to the bill, and, while proceeding in hig 
| remarks, yielded the floor at the request of 

Mr. VINTON, who moved that the House re- 
| solve itself into Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union on the appropriation bills. 

The question was decided in the afiirmative: 
Yeas 97, nays 60. 


NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 

And the House resolved itself into Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. 
| Rockwet, of Connecticut, in the chair,) and 
proceeded to consider the bill making appropria- 
| tions for the naval service for the year ending 
|| June 30, 1849. 

Mr. BRODHEAD said that the bill before the 
committee was the naval appropriation bill; but 
the subject under discussion was slavery, and _the 
power of the Government over slavery in the Ter- 
ritories. The two gentlemen who had yesterday 
discussed this question had, by their speeches, 
convinced him that there were gentlemen in the 
South who held extreme opinions on this subject. 
He had heretofore supposed that the people of the 
| South, with one accord, maintained the absolute 
neutrality of the General Government in regard to 
| slavery; and all must remember with what vehe- 

mence the exercise of the right of petition to Con- 
| gress on that subject had been resisted, and what 
| menaces of disunion had been uttered, if it should 
be allowed. ‘This was on the express ground that 
the General Government had nothing to do with 
slavery, in the way either of supporting or abol- 
ishing it. The South loudly disclaimed asking 
the Government to protect it in the ‘Territories. 
But now a different ground was assumed. The 
advocates of the Wilmot proviso insisted that the 
Government could and ought to prohibit slavery 
in the Territories: it was both the power and the 
duty of Government to do so. Now, the gentle- 
man from South Carolina {[Mr. Ruerr] agreed 
_ with them that Government possessed power over 
_ the subject in the Territories, but contended that 
|, that power should be exercised in wrens and 

supporting it there. There were, however, but 


session for a few minutes on a matter of much | few, either in the South or in the North, who con- 


importance. 


Mr. BRIGHT asked the yeas and nays. 


| tended that the power, if it existed, ought to be 
exercised. And Mr. B. avowed his position to 


Mr. HANNEGAN spoke of the importance of i be in favor of an entire neutrality in the Govern- 


| readiness to sit there until Monday morning if he 


could effect it; but, if not, he was desirous to go | 
into Executive session on a matter which the Sen- || 


ate found to be pressing. 
The CHAIR having intimated that the motion 
would not be in order while the bill was pending— 
Mr. WESTCOTT moved that it be passed over | 


informally, with a view to go into Executive ses- 
sion. P 


} 
| 
ti 
| 
| 
| 


Congress gave the 
| Territories the machinery of a territorial govern- 
ment, and he was for letting the Territories work 
the machine for themselves. He admitted that 
Government had the power, but he did not think 
it was wise to exercise it. 

The gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Barty] con- 
tended that the clause in the Constitution respect- 
ing the legislative power of Congress in regard to 


|| the Territories of the United States conferred no 
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litical jurisdiction. ‘The practice of the Govern- 
ment, however, had proceeded on an opposite 
construction. Mr. B. waived any discussion of that 
question, but contented himself with maintaining 
the inexpediency of the Government taking any | 
action on the subject, but leaving it entirely to the 
ople of the Territories, Congress could not 
alter the provisions of the Constitution, and he | 
insisted that the whole matter ought to be left | 
with the States and the Territories*to act in regard 
to itas they thought best. The Territories had || 
no representative to vote for them in Congress, 
and he thought we ought to regard the ancient | 
republican principle of the Revolution, that free- | 
men ought not to be controlled by a Government 
in which they had no voice. | 

Mr. B. thought the northern States ought to be 
content with the observance pf the Missouri com- | 
‘romise. Whatever might have been the author- || 
ity to enact that compromise in the first instance, | 
if it was adhered to in good faith, it would operate 
as a peacemaker and quiet the agitations of the 
country. 

Mr. B. had observed that those who opposed it, | 
and were for the forcible exclusion of slavery from || 
the Territories, were obliged to resort for support || 
to the extreme of fanaticism, and they had certain | 

{ 





eatchwords which marked them as a party, and | 
were used for party ends alone. Among these was | 
that of ** free soil.”” What did this mean? Had 
it any intelligible meaning? It could not mean 
free rocks, free sand, free loam; if it meant any- |, 
thing, it must mean free government. Well, if 
that was what they really meant, it was the very | 
thing for which Mr. B. contended. The country 
was full of these party terms. 


Thus we had a | a practical question. 


or New Mexico. Southern men would probably 
not take their slaves there in any numbers, becanse 
the country was one where slavery would not be 
profitable; and where it was not profitable, slavery 
never went or long continued; but southern men, 
by a very natural feeling, were unwilling to be put 
under the ban. 

There existed a sickly sentimentality in some 
of the northern States, that was finding its outlet 
sometimes in Fourierism, sometimes in Millerism, 
and sometimes in anti-slavery. But Massachusetts 
might as well undertake to meddle with and pro- 
hibit slavery in the State of Pennsylvania as in 
New Mexico or California. She might as well 
order Pennsylvania to strike out the word ‘* white”’ 
from her constitution before the words ** free male’’ 
citizen. It was an impertinent intermeddling with 
other people’s business. 

The gentleman from South Carolina [Mr. Ruert 
had objected to permitting a “ handful of squatters’ 


° + ° - . ° % 

_ in the Territories to settle this question of slavery 
Now, Mr. B. did not | 
| think it very well became us Americans to sneer 


there for all time to come. 


at ‘*squatters;”’ for, take us together, we were a 
nation of squatters; and it was squatters who, by 
their industry and hardy enterprise, had made 
the country what it was. Mr. B. had rather trust 
a company of squatters to make a constitution 
under which to live than a pack of dreaming Four- 


| jerites shut up in cities, who knew nothing of life 


in anew country. He held that those who were 
in the Territories had a right to form their own 
laws, provided they were not in conflict with the 
laws of the United Siates. 
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the people were to be suffered to choose for them- 
selves whether it should exist within their limits 
or not. Men from all parts of the Union at the 
last Congress had been willing to agree upon this 
asa peace measure. In March, 1820, when that 
compromise was first adopted, the States had been 
equally divided on the subjeet of slavery, eleven 
of them prohibiting, and eleven admitting it. The 
vote in the House of Representatives on its adop- 
tion had been 134 to 42, and in the Senate 34 to 10. 
The compromise had been imposed upon the South 
by northern votes; and he held that men of the 
North ought now to be willing to abide by it asa 
peace measure. 

The Whigs talked of nominating for President 
agentleman who was himselfa practical slaveholder. 
If they wanted to carry him into the chair, or 


‘when they got him there, they would have to 


abandon the plan of getting into power by abusing 
slavery. They would be obliged to back out from 
the Wilmot proviso, or their candidate would not 
get a southern State. If that question should be 


| taken out of the arena of political controversy in 


the northern States, Mr. B. should heartly rejoice. 


| For if it was pressed to its results, it must lead to 


_ was the true ground to be assumed b 
cratic party, 


disastrous issue. The ground of entire neutrality 
the Demo- 
On this, that party would stand uni- 
ted and firm, however much the Whigs might 
divide. The coming election would finally setile 


this question. He wanted to know whether his 


|| friends to meet in Philadelphia were for or against 


j| It. 


As to this Wilmot proviso question, it was not | 


California, it was obvious, 


Liberty party, as 1f we were not all friends of | must be the future home of a maritime people; and 
liberty; and a Native American party, just as if || it was notorious that the progress of all settlement 


there were some among us who were not the | 


friends of America, or were enemies to native-born || to the interior. 
‘| The South, hitherto, had always held that the 


Americans. So they called all northern men who 
did not go to their own fanatical extremes, ‘“‘dough- | 
faces.”” He thought, when they used this expres- | 
sion, they must have had the mirror before their || 
own faces, 

It was said that slavery was a great moral and 
political evil: it might be so; but the world was 
full of evils of various sorts, which it was impos- 
sible to remedy, and which we must make up our || 
minds to endure; and, great as this evil might be, 
it might become yet greater if an attempt was 
made forcibly to pen it up within its present geo- 
graphical limits. 
and should it turn out that slavery within those | 
limits ceased to be profitable to slaveholders, the | 
adjacent States would soon be overrun with a 
black population of the very worst description. |, 
Slavery had always existed in the world, and he | 
presumed always would; it had been made no || 


must be what it always had been, from the coast 
Slave labor would not thrive there. 


Constitution was a sufficient protection to them in 


|| part 


the holding of their slaves; but when we came to | 


look at the doctrine put forth by the Baltimore 


| Convention, we found there was a backing off from 


that doctrine in some quarters. The Whigs in the 
North began to discover that there was nothing to 


|| fear on this question; in evidence of which, he read 


quotations from a speech made by Mr. Dayton, of 
New Jersey, in the Senate of the United States, 


the adoption of which was, that it practically 
’ 


Could such a design be effected, || avoided ‘‘ that wretched Wilmot proviso question, 


| The new Territories to be acquired by the treaty 


were not suited to slave labor; so that the whole 
of the agitation which the introduction of that pro- 
viso had produced throughout the country was 


ground of excommunication from the church, and || gratuitous, and without any reason or necessity. 


it ought not to be of excommunication from a po- | 


litical party. The negro race, always subjected || his position. 


Mr. B. here read some authorities in support of 
He expressed his surprise that Mr. 


to degradation among men, had never occupied a || Van Buren had not been satisfied with the Mis- 


condition so elevated as it held in our southern || 
States. Slavery was distinctly recognized in the || 
Constitution, and those who recognized the au- | 
thority of that instrument ought to hold their peace | 
upon the subject; but, however they might rave, | 
the Constitution could not be changed. 

Mr. B. held that the legislation which had been | 
resorted to in New York and in Massachusetts to | 
| 


prevent the recapture of runaway slaves was in | 
direct conflict with the Constitution. 

_Mr. JENKINS asked to what legislation of 
New York the gentleman alluded? 

Mr. BRODHEAD said he did not pretend to a | 
minute knowledge of all the laws passed by the | 
New York Legislature, but he was under the im- 
pression that a law had been passed in that State 
Which forbade all State officers to aid the owner of 
& runaway in recovering his property. 

: - r. JENKINS said no such law existed in New | 

Ork, 

Mr. BRODHEAD was happy to learn the fact, 
and was very sorry the same could not be said for 
his own State. 

The nation had lately been greatly agitated on 
this subject, and there was a party among us who 
were perfect Don Quixottes in philanthropy; they 
could totally overlook an evil at their own doors 
to gaze upon and weep over one a thousand miles 
off. Men worked themselves into a fever about 





souri compromise. He had said once that he 
would veto any bill abolishing slavery in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia. 

| Mr. McCLERNAND inquired whether Mr. B. 
| meant to assert that Mr. Van Buren had changed 
| his opinions? 

| Mr. B. disclaimed any such assertion. 

| Mr. WILMOT asked if the proviso was not 
| adopted and acted on, would not slaveholders go 
| into these territories, and would not the perpetua- 
| tion of slavery there inevitably follow? 


|| mocratic party was a position of neutrality. 


' 


the Wilmot proviso. The Democracy were against 
He hoped the Whigs would either affirm or 
repudiate it. 

Mr. DUER asked whether the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania meant to say that the Baltimore 
Convention had repudiated the Wilmot proviso. 


|| Would the gentleman affirm that that was the pres- 
ent attitude of his party ? 


Mr. BRODHEAD replied that the Democratic 
all over the Union would repudiate it. 

r. DUER would thank the gentleman to read 

him the resolution adopted at Baltimore in which 


; such a position was taken. 


_on the Mexican treaty; one great inducement for |, 


Mr. BRODHEAD said the position of the De- 
Let 
the Whigs declare how they stood in regard to this 
matter. If they abandoned the proviso, (and if 
they supported a slaveholding candidate they did 
virtually abandon it,) let them say so at once. 
(Mr. Bropueap’s speech will be found in the Ap- 


|| pendix. 
Here was an intelligent northern man who consid- , 

e . ® ‘ 
ered the whole thing as ‘ta miserable question.”? | 


' 


Mr. HROWN, of Mississippi, after a brief apol- 
ogy for speaking to a subject not before the com- 


| mittee after having recently expressed strong dis- 


approbation of the practice, and laying the blame on 


| the decision of the committee yesterday, which had 
|| overruled its chairman, and pronounced the gen- 
|| tleman from South Carolina (Mr. Rnett] to be in 
| order in speaking to slavery when the bill before 
‘| the committee was the naval appropriation bill, 


} 


| 


|| to prohibit them. 


| 


Mr. B. said, if the Constitution carried it there, | 


| he was willing it should go there. 
| had admitted, in his speech, (which Mr. B. quoted,) 


His collengue | 


| that the people of a Territory, when it. became a | 
i 


| State, ought to be allowed to decide the question of 


| tolerating slavery for themseives; why not accord’ 
them the same liberty while they continued inhabit- | 
V hy not permit the Territorial | 


| antsofa Territory? , pert 
Legislature to act on the subject ? 


|| Mr. B. maintained that all the States were bound 


| by the provisions of the Missouri compromise; and 


he was willing to adopt it as tending to the same re- | 


sult as his own doctrine of Government neutrality. 
Mr. B. quoted the Alabama platform, as laid 

| down by Judge Dargin, chief justice of that State, 

| and formerly a member of Congress. 

| The Missouri compromise had been forced upon 

| the southern States by the northern representa- 


i| 
i} 


| 
} 
| 


oroceeded to deliver a speech in opposition to the 
ilmot proviso, and in vindication of the right of 


'| the people of the South to go into the Territories 


with their slaves, and the want of all authority, 
either in Congress or the Territorial governments, 
[Mr. B.’s speech will be found 
in the Appendix. ] 

Mr. SAWYER said that he was about to pursue 
a course which probably would not meet the accept - 
ance of many gentlemen around him. It was 
known to all who heard him that he had not trou- 
bled the House with many long speeches of his 
either during the present session of Congress or 
the last. Yet he was a diligent attendant on the 
sittings of the House. When it was opened in the 
morning by the ae oy of the chaplain, he was in 
attendance; and with scarce an exception, he had 
been present at every vote taken since the begin- 
ning of the session, and had at all times endeavy- 
ored in his place to forward the public business. 


| But how stood that business now? They had a 


bill before them appropriating money for the pay 
of the officers and seamen of our navy,and for pro- 
viding whatever was needful to keep it in a proper 
condition. Yet, while this bill was waiting the 
action of the House, gentlemen had got into the 


|| discussion of a subject ee foreign to the bill: 
d fr 


|| and just so it had continue 
|, ment of the session till this very hour. 
t '| business had been criminally neglected. 
this Wilmot proviso, from whose States probably || tives. By it, the existence of slavery north of 36° | 


om the commence- 
The public 


Mr. S. would now quote, for the benefit of the 


hot one family would ever remove into California || 30’ was abolished; south of that degree of latitude, || country and fur the information of the committee 
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some items from the general calendar of the busi- 
ness of the House which yet remained to be done. 
There were on that calendar more than five hun- 
dred bills yet unacted upon, W hile only some fifteen 
or twenty had received the action of the House. 
All the bills providing for the pay of our brave 
soldiers were still to be passed, while the House 
was engaged in discussing abstract questions on 
elavery—a sulyect introduced b whom and on 
which side of the House? Did not gentlemen 


perceive that no gentleman from the other side of | 


the House attempted to get the floor? The whole 
discussion was confined to the Democratic side of 
the House; it was they who, instead of doing the 
business of the country, were o¢ cupying the time 
in discussions on slavery. The debate had been 
opened by a gentleman holding the extreme of 
southern principles; and the practical result would 
be, that in some portions of the Union that speech 
would be quoted on them as exhibiting the party’s 
doctrme, while an ultra Wilmot proviso Demo- 
crat had made a speech on the opposite side of the 
question; and in other sections of the Union, the 
Whigs would read that speech to the people as a 
sample of Democratic doctrine. The other side, 
secing the game thus coming into their hands, sat 
perfer tly quiet, 

Mr. 8. said he would now read the titles of some 
of the bills which were suffered to remain on the 
calendar while this proceeding was going forward, 


and would call the attention of his own constitu- , 


ents to the fact that he, at least, had not been for 
consuming the time of Congress on mere abstiac- 
tions, neglecting the important business of the 
country. Gentlemen were calling for an earl 
adjournment, and yet were thus delaying the busi- 
ness that ought to be done. 

Mr. 8S. said he wanted this slavery debate to be 
at least postponed to next week, when many gen- 
tlemen would .be absent from the House at the 
convention to be held at Philadelphia. While 
those gentlemen were away, they could not, in 
justice, take up the important business and act upon 
it. He hoped, therefore, the House would dispose 
of this appropriation bill, and perhaps of one other 
to-day; and then, while the gentlemen were absent 
at Phiiadelphia, those who remained might discuss 
just what they pleased, to occupy the time. But 
the bills on the calendar were important to every 
man in the country; and if gentlemen would, by 
continuing this sort of debate, rob their constitu- 


ents of their just rights, Mr. S. would tell the | 


country and the world of it. Here were bills on 
the calendar from No. 9 up to No, 520, stull wait- 
ing, unacted on. There was one to protect the 
suffering emigrants to Oregon, who were being 
butchered by the scalping-knife of the bloody 
savage; yet, while they were falling massacred in 
the wilderness, and gentlemen knew tt, they could 
nit here day after day discussing negro slavery. 


Mr. 8S. called on the House and on the country to | 


bear him witness that it was not his fault. Here 
was another bill providing half-pay to the widows 


| 


and children of men who had died in the service 


of their country. There was another for removing 
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7 7 ‘ (| 
a good Democrat. Did he mean to pledge himself || 


that the President would not veto any bill for in- 
ternal improvements? If so, he hoped that the 
Democratic party would adopt some other resolu- 


| tions besides those put forth at Baltimore. 


Mr. SAWYER had said that there were certain 
bills for rivers and harbors which the President 
would not veto; but there were others which he 
held that the President ought to veto, and would. 


Mr. STEWART. What bills are they? 


Mr. SAWYER said he had not time now to | 


specify them, 

Mr. STANTON asked whether Mr. Sawyer 
meant to say that the nominee of the Democratic 
Convention would veto any bill for which he had 
himself voted ? 

Mr. SAWYER said he must proceed in his re- 


marks, There were bills on that calendar in which 


every gentleman in the House was interested, and , 
it was an abuse of the rights of the people to pre- | 


vent by irrelevant debate these bills from being 


passed. There were five hundred bills yet behind, || 
many of them granting pensions to gentlemen’s || 


/own neighbors, which they would not be able to 


| reach; and then, when an adjournment was moved, | 
gentlemen were so much afraid of their constitu. || 
ents that they cried out for the yeas and nays, that | 
ne to || 


sunken rocks in the harbor of New York; he called || 


the attention of gentlemen from New York to it. 


Another bill provided for widows and orphans of || 


men who had died in our naval service. 
there were bills providing for the improvement of 


Then | 


rivers and harbors, some of them just and honest, || 


and, if gentlemen would keep out of it such as 
were dishonest and unjust, the President was not 
going to veto the bill. 

Mr. STEWART here asked the gentleman from 
Ohio on what authority he asserted that the Presi- 
dent would not veto the river and harbor bill? 


Mr, SAWYER said, on the authority of the | 


President’s veto message. 
Mr. STEWART. Which message? 
Mr. SAWYER. The last veto message. 
was not mistaken, 
of the President, 
were not of public and general importance. 


He 


tleman from Obio meant to say, that among the 
bills which the House had neglected to take up 
was the river and harbor bill, and that it would 
not be vetoed? 

Mr. S. replied in the negative. 

Mr. BURT. Did you not mention that bill? 

Mr. SAWYER. 
rocks in the harbor of New York. 

Mr. BURT said the gentleman from Ohio was 


He understood the objections | 
He went against bills which || 





I mentioned a bill to remove | 


they might show them that they were wi 
adjourn. Mr, S., for one, desired to record his 
own name as having been in favor of taking up the 


legitimate business of the House. Mr, 8, queted || 


the following list of bills: 


' 
* * + . . | 
A bill making provision for the widows and children cf | 


officers and soldicrs of the army of the United States who 
have died or may die while in the service, or after their dis- 


charge, on account of sickness or a wound incurred while || 


in the service. 


A bill making appropriations for the support of the army | 


and of volunteers for the year ending the 30th of June, 1849. 


A bill giving further time for satisfying claims for bounty | 


lands, and for other purposes. 


A bill to amend the act approved the 24th of May, 1824, I! Mr. Vurrow, in relation to the Superintendent of 
° Ny 


| the Naval Observatory, to come in after the first 


entided © An act supplementary to an act approved on the 
3d of March, 1819, entitled ¢ An act providing for the correc- 
tion of errors in making entries of land at the land offices.’ ”’ 
A bill to provide tor cases of lost bounty-land warrants. 
A bill to increase the efficiency of the regiments and corps 
of the army, and to provide for disabled and infirm officers. 
A bill to found a military asylum for the relief and support 
of invalid soldiers of the army of the United States. 


A bill authorizing certain promotions in the naval service. | 
A bill directing the Secretary of the Navy to settle certain || 


accounts of officers of the navy who have been required to 
act as pursers of the vessels of which they were placed in 
command during the existing war with Mexico. 

A bill supplementary to an act for the relief of sick and 
disabled seamen, and for other purposes. 


A bill supplementary to an act approved July 7th, 1838, | 


entitied © An act to provide for the better security of the 


lives of passengers on board of vessels propelled in whole or | 
| in part by steam.” 

A bill to provide for the payment of horses and other prop. | 
erty lost or destroyed in the military service of the United | 


States. 
A bill to establish the territorial government of Oregon. 


A bill making appropriations for the civil and diplomatic || 


expenses of the Government for the year ending the 30th day 
of June, 1849, and for other purposes. 

An act to allow further time for satisfying claims for 
bounty lands for military services in the late war with Great 
Britain, and for other purposes. 


army. 
A joint resolution to defray the expenses of transporting 


officers and soldiers of the army in certain cases, 


A bill for the relief of widows and orphan chilgren of offi- | 


cers and seamen of the navy of the United States. 


A bill further to amend the judicial system of the United | 


States. 


An act amending the act entitled “* An act granting half- | 
pay to widows or orphans where their hushands and fathers | 
have died of wounds received in the military service of the | 


United States, in cases of deeeased officers and soldiers of 


| the militia and volunteers,’ passed July 4, 1836. 
A bill for the relief of the volunteers engaged in the mili- || 


tary service of the United States. 


A bill appropriating money to remove the sunken rocks in | 


the harbor of New York. 
A bili to create the otlice of Surveyor General of the public 


lands in the Territory of Oregon, and to grant donation rights | 


to settlers therein, and for other purposes. 


A bill to promote the education of the indigent deaf and I} 


dumb. 


A bill to provide for all the officers and soldiers, regular | 
and volunteer, who have been injured and permanently dis- || 


Mr. BURT wanted to know whether the gen- | abled in the service in the existing war with Mexice. 


A bill to set apart and sell to Asa Whitney, of New York, 
a portion of the public lands, to enable him to construct a 
railroad from Lake Michigan to the Pacific Ocean. 

A bill further to extend the time for locating Virginia 
military land warrants, and returning surveys thereon to the 
General Land Office. 


: | 
A bill making appropriations for the naval service for the | 


year ending 30th June, 1849. 

A bill for the payment of a company of Indian volunteers, 
catted into the service of the United States. 

A bill to provide for the families of such commissioned 


' officers, non-commissioned officers, privates, and musiciana, 


| amendment to be presented. 
| by a report in which all the correspondence al- 


to the United States and interring the remains of deceased \| luded to was imbodied, and that report has been 


| ment of the United States by sen 


June 3 
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whether belonging to the regular army or to any v 
corps, as may have been killed in battle, or died from 
received, or diseases contracted, or other cas 
sioned while in the service of the United St 
war with the Republic of Mexico, and for ot 

A bill to provide for suppressing Indian h 
Territory of Oregon, and for other purposes, 


olunteer 
wounds 
ualties, ocera. 
ates during the 
er DUT pose 8, 

Ostilities in the 


He would now move that the committe 
that he might in the House offer a resolution to 
limit the debate, and then returning into committee 
the chairman of the Committee of Waysand Means 
would have an opportunity to speak to the | 


€ rise, 


nll 
He hoped that, after having allowed an cease. 
nity, while the Convention was held at Philadel. 


phia, for debate on general topics, they should 


afterwards set in seriously to the business of the 


session, and go through with it, and then when 


they went home they would receive the cheering 
| plaudits of their constituents, ** Well done, ood 
g 


and faithful servants!’’ 

Mr.S. moved that the committee rise. The vote 
was decided by tellers: Ayes 75, noes not counted. 

The committee having risen, and the Speaker 
resumed the chair— 

Mr. SAWYER moved to limit the debate to ten 
minutes after the House should have returned into 
committee, and then take the question on the bill 
and amendments. 

Mr. DUNCAN, of Kentucky, hoped the House 
would not adopt any such limitation as that, but 
would allow sufficient time for legitimate debate 
on the merits of the bill. 

Mr. COBB remonstrated, and hoped the time 
would be extended to two o’clock on Monday. 

Mr. COLLAMER hoped they would not insist 
on passing such important bills as this while the 
Whig side of the House were absent. 

The resolution was then laid on the table. 

The House having returned into committee, the 
amendment moved by Mr. Vinton was agreed to, 

The amendment, moved on Thursday last by 


item, was read and agreed to. 

The reading of the bill was continued down to 
the item ‘for nautical books, maps, charts, instru- 
ments, binding and repairing the same, and all the 
expenses of the Hydrographical Office, $30,000.” 

Mr. STANTON moved to amend this item, as 
follows: 


Strike ont the words “thirty thousand dollars,” and in- 
sertthe following in lieu thereof: ‘ thirty-five thousand dol- 
‘lars; and the Secretary of the Navy is hereby directed to 


, ©expend five thousand dollars, or so much thereof as may 


‘be necessary, in causing the observations to be made which 
‘have been recently recommended to him by the American 
‘Philosophical Society and the Academy of Arts and Sci- 


| ©ences.”’ 


{In support of this motion, Mr. STANTON 
addressed the committee as follows: 

Mr. Chairman: This subject was brought to the 
notice of the Committee on Naval Affairs bya 


letter from the Secretary of the Navy, transmitting 
a we ae Merman correspondence between Lieu- 


tenant Gilliss, of the navy, and many distinguished 


we ; |) scienti i i e. The 
An act to extend the provisions of existing pension laws || scientific men in this country and Europ 


to enlisted men of the Ordnance corps of the United States 


committee, by a unanimous vote, directed this 
It was accompanied 


for some weeks in the possession of the House. 
The proposition has been favorably noticed in 
many of the leading journals of the country with- 
out distinction of party. 

If this report and these notices of it had re- 
ceived the attention of members of the House, it 


| would be unnecessary for me to offer any remarks 


on the subject. But I fear, in the stirring political 
events and movements of this part of the session, 


| these matters, however interesting to many, have 


not attracted general notice, and I therefore pro- 
pose to submit a brief explanation of the objects 
of this amendment. 

I commence by quoting the resolution of the 


American Academy of Arts and Sciences,”’ Bos- 
| ton and Cambridge, January 15, 1848, in the fol- 
| lowing words: 


se Resolved, That, in the opinion of this Academy, the en- 


| terprise for determining the solar parallax, in the method 


proposed in the correspondence between Lieutenant Gilliss 
aud Dr. Gerling, is worthy to be promoted by the Govern- 

be an expedition to Chi- 
loe, both on account of the great uncertainty which attends 


| the adopted value of this fundamental basis of astronomical 


measurement, and from the probability that this attempt will 
prove successful, and thus redound to the honor of the coun- 
try by which it is undertaken.” 


The resolution of the American Philosophical 
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cqcjety is to the’ same effect. The enterprise re- 
fe ered to in these resolutions, and thus recommend - 
od to the patronage of the Government, is simply 
2 expedition to South America, to be conducted 
hy one of our most accomplished naval officers, in 
order to make observations upon the planet Venus, 
i) conjuncuon with similar observations to be 
made at the Observatory in this city. The ulti- 
mate object is to determine the sun’s parallax more | 
correctly than it Is now known. ; ; 

A few words will explain the necessity for this 
more aceurate knowledge. The present quantity 
of the sun’s parallax is derived from observations | 
ofthe transit of Venus in 1769. It is admitted on | 
ail hands that this great phenomenon—the transit 
of Venus—affords the best means of ascertaining 
the quantity In question, But it is of such rare 
occurrence and so short in its duration that the ob- 
cervations of asingle transit during the last century 
have been far from inspiring perfect confidence in | 
the result. Another transit will take placein 1874, 
put the position of the planet on the sun’s disc will 
ie less favorable; and, indeed, it is said by astron- 
omers that for a period of something like a thou- || 
cand years there will not occur a transit of this | 
planet under circumstances equally favorable for 
this purpose as that of 1769. The demands of 
science, however, will not admit of delay even un- | 
til the occurrence of the next transit, however favor- | 
able that might be for observation. The general | 
yoice of astronomers and scientific men seems to 
establish the great probability that the new method | 
proposed by Dr. Gerling will be productive of val- 
vable results. For the testimony of distinguished 
astronomers on this subject, I refer to their respect- 
ive letters in the report. I will only quote a short 
passage from the letter of Professor Bache, whose 
high authority on such a question will be acknowl- || 
edged by us all. He says, page 51 of the report: || 

«As was no doubt expected, the searching examination | 
to whieh your proposal has given rise, has nearly exhausted | 
the various bearings of the problem. ‘The importance of the 
inquiry proposed is genefally admitted. In discussing the | 
question of the probability of obtaining new data for the solar | 
parallax, Which shall diminish the probable error of the value 
obtained from the transit of Venus, there are different shades 
ofopinion expressed, 
reasons Which strongly favor Dr. Gerling’s method are met 
by any opposing arguinents. | 

“The large number of observations upon which results 
may be founded, and the independence of the new method | 
with that formerly used, are indeed striking features in this 
method. Independent methods give the best confirmation 
of results, or show errors beyond the accidental error de- 


duced from calculation ‘of observations which are all made 
by the same method.”? 


I propose to say a few words upon the import- 
ance of the information to be derived from the 
proposed observations, and to show in what man- 
ner they connect themselves with the interests of 
the Government. It might be sufficient for this 
purpose, in a general point of view, to refer to the | 
fact stated in the report, that, for the observation 
of the transit of 1769, astronomers spread them- 
selves over the whole world, at much expense and 
labor, in order to get the benefit of the great phenom- 
enon. This, in all probability, would not have 
been the case, had there not been an immense 
practical value connected with the results of this 
important labor, 

But, to enter a little more into particulars. There | 
are some irregularities in the moon’s orbit which 
our present knowledge of the solar system does 
hotenable us to explain. It is obvious, therefore, 
in calculating the position of the moon for two or 
three years to come, which is always done in the 
Nautical Almanac, there must be an error greater | 
or less in the place assigned to this luminary by 
the nautical tables. ‘This error has a direct bear- 
ing upon the safety of navigation. Now, there is 
reason to believe that a different distance assigned 
to the sun might entirely explain these anomolous | 
motions of the moon. It is certain that if the cal- 
culated distance of the sun from the earth be | 
changed, the path of the moon will be to some | 
extent different from that attributed to it by the | 
present tables. Great practical good may there- | 
‘ore result from the new investigation of the solar | 
parallax, 
I know there are some gentlemen present who 
Will probably object to the appropriation, upon | 
constitutional, grounds. For this reason I have | 
“stained entirely from alluding to many other | 
Valuable and interesting results which are likely to | 
flow from the proposed expedition. Many gentle- | 
men believe that this Government has no ao to 

° anything for the promotion of science 





| erwise, and regulated by mechanical laws of astonishing 
| complexity and intricacy in result, though beautifully sim- | 


Ido not see, however, that the two || 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOB 


mere general utility of an increase of knowledge. 
They are probably right. I have confined myself, 
in these remarks, to the direct and particular utility 
of this investigation in its bearing upon the mate- 
rial interests of the Government. It is indispensa- 
ble to the interests of navigation, and is, therefore, 


| within the competency of the Government, because 


its navy must be sent to all parts of the world. 
In reference to the important problem of longi- 
tude, and for the purpose of illustration, I will 


| read a passage from Herschel’s popular treatise on 


Astronomy: 


‘If there were in the heavens a clock furnished with a 
dial plate and hands, which always marked Greenwich 
time, the longitude of any place would be at once determined 
so soon as the local time was known by comparing it with 
this clock.”’ 

“In aclock, the marks on the dial-plate are uniformly 
distributed all around a circumference of a circle, whose 
centre is that on which the hands revolve with a uniform 
motion. But it is clear that we should, with equal cer- 
tainty, though with inuch more trouble, tell what o'clock it 
were, if the marks on the dial-plate were unequally distribu- 
ted, if the hands were eccentric and their motion not uni- 
form; provided we knew, first, the exact intervals round 


| the circle at which the hour and minute marks were placed, 


which would be the case if we had them registered in a 
table from the results of previous careful measurement; 2dly. 


| If we knew the exact amount and direction of eecentricity | 


of the centre of motion of the hands; and 3dly. If we were 
fully acquainted with all the mechanism which puts the 
hands in motion, so as to be able tosay at every instint what 
were their velocity of movement, and so as to be able to 
calculate, without fear of error, now MUCH time should cor- 
respond to s0 MUCH angular movement. 

“The Visible surface of the starry heavens is the dial- | 
plate of our clock, the stars are the fixed marks distributed | 
around its circuit, the moon is the moveable hand, which, 
with a motion that, superficially considered, seems uniforin, 
but which, when caretully examined, is found to be far oth- 


| ple in principle and design, perlurms a monthly circuit 


| among them, passing visibly over and hiding, or, as it is 


called, occulting some, and gliding beside and between | 
others, and whose position among them can, atany moment | 
when it is visible, be exactly measured by the help of asex- 
| tant, just as we might measure the place of our clock- hand 
wumong the marks on its dial plate with a pair of compasses, 
and thence, from the known aud calculated laws of its mo- 
tion, deduce the time.”’ 

Now, sir, this is a very fair and a very beautiful | 
illustration of the lunar method of ascertaining 
longitude. And I have quoted this long passage 
for the purpose of demonstrating to the mind of 
| every man in the House that there can be no valid 
constitutional objection to the appropriation pro- 
posed. It is indispensable for our Government to | 
make use of this celestial clock. For this purpose | 
our national vessels are supplied with the instru- | 
ment for observing it—the sextant. But it is ne- 
cessary to correct the indications of this celestial 
clock, not of course in its actual motions, but rela- | 
tively in our knowledge of it. Now, it is just as 
competent for our Government to make all astro- | 


accurate understanding of this celestial clock as it 
is to purchase a sextant to ascertain its true indica- 
tions. There can be no answer to this argument. 
You must deny the power of navigation at all, or 
| you must yiel 
| ments and appliances necessary to its perfection. 

| But, sir, it is not in navigation only that this 
| expedition will be of actual benefit to the Govern- 
ment. 


lic domain—a system of topograp 


of latitude. This is not the case at present, and 


important difficulties result from the imperfection. || 


The day, I hope, is not distant when the public 


lands will be the subject of operations similar to | 
those of the coast survey, so far as they are appli- | 
The interests of the Government and the | 


cable. 
people require it. 

I do not design, Mr. Chairman, to consume the 
valuable time of the committee in useless speaking. 
My object is simple and pertinent explanation. If 
I have succeeded in this, I have done all that I de- 
sired. But the committee will tolerate one further 
remark in connection with this subject. It is aside 
from the direct utility of the expedition in question, 
but I hope it will not be without its weight. The 
Government of the United States, it is acknowl- 
edged, has contributed but little to the interchange 
of scientific knowledge among the nations of the 
world. The proposed expedition to the southern 
hemisphere will a slight offering on our part 
| in return for the thousand obligations we have in- 





| 
rom the |! curred to the labors and science of the Old World. 


nomical observations necessary to a complete and |, 


the power to adopt all the instru- | 


I hope one day to see a different system | 
adopted in reference to the or of our vast pub- | 

ical examination | 
and survey, in which the utmost possible accuracy | 
will prevail—in which the meridian lines shall be | 
true meridians, and the section lines actual parallels | 
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Indeed the accuracy and efficiency of the very in- 
struments we must use in conducting these obser- 
vations, and all the tables of which our Government 
and people must avail themselves in navigation, 
are chiefly due to the investigations and labors of 
European astronomers. I hope we shall not refuse 
to take this single step towares repaying our na- 
tional debt to the science of the world.] 

[Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, said that the object 
of the amendment proposed by the gentleman from 
Tennessee [Mr. Stanton] was, to enable the Navy 
Department to fit out an expedition for the purpose 
of giving an opportunity to a scientific officer of 
the navy (Lieut. Gilliss) to put to a practical test 
the method proposed by Gerling, of Marburg, for 
ascertaining the sun’s parallax. This method, for 
the sake of distinction, he should call “ Gerling’s 
Method,” though it had been suggested by other 
astronomers many years since, and though this 
and other methods nearly allied to it were well 
known to scientific men. Dr. Gerling, however, 
had more lately called attention to this subject, 
which had been brought prominently into notice 
in this country by the scientific ardor of Lieut. 
Gilliss. The method of Gerling consists of obser- 
vations to be made upon the planet Venus at the 
times of its inferior conjunction, and at the sta- 
tionary periods when the positions of the planet 
are to be carefully ascertained from those of cer- 
tain fixed stars previously selected whose places 
have been determined with the utmost possible ac- 
curacy. These observations are to be made with 
astronomical instruments of the best workman- 
ship, with all the modern improvements; they are 
to embrace a considerable period of time; the ob- 
servers are to be nearly under the same meridian, 
but in different hemispheres; the one to be, as it is 
proposed, at the Observatory in this city, and the 
other at some point of the west coast of the South 

| American continent, as remote from Washington 

as practicable, so as to obtain the longest possible 
base line. It must, then, be apparent to ha com- 
mittee that these observers, thus separated from 
each other, will not see the planet in precisely the 
same part of the heavens. The difference of po- 
sition of Venus as viewed from the northern and 
from the southern points will be susceptible of di- 
rect observation and ascertainment, and from this 
difference the parallax of the planet, and thence 
that of the sun, may by an easy computation be 
deduced. The method just explained is in its es- 
sential particulars that of Gerling; it is not neces- 
sary to state it more elaborately, nor if it were 
done, would the committee in all probability take 
any greater interest in it, or understand it with 
greater clearness, 

Perhaps it is as well to state here to the commit- 
tee, that other methods for the ascertainment of the 
pont ao ee have been proposed and adopted; 
one of these, and perhaps the rudest, is very old. 
It is to observe the moon when dichotomized. It 

_ is not necessary to dwell further upon this plan, 
as it is not possible by it to determine the parallax 
with any accuracy. 

Another method a good deal dwelt upon, par- 
ticularly before the transits of Venus in the last 
century, is by observations made upon Mars in 
opposition; by these means the parallax of that 
planet has been determined, and that of the sun 
thence deduced amounts to about nine seconds and 
a half. As well this method, however, as all oth- 
ers yet proposed, must yield in point of accuracy 
to those made upon the transits of Venus over the 
sun’s disc, which are, as the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee (Mr. Sranton] has correctly stated, occur- 
rences of great rarity, happening only at alternate 
periods of about eight years and of upwards of a 
century apart. Thus there were transits at different 
| nodes in 1761 and 1769; while the next transit will 
_ not occur until the year 1874. At the intermedi- 

ate conjunctions the planet will not be seen upon 
| the sun’s disc. The transit of 1769 engaged the 

utmost attention of all the astronomers of the 
| world. Expeditions were fitted out for almost 
every part of the globe where that phenomenon 
was visible, and observations upon it were made 
at Paris, at Greenwich, at Wardhus, at Pekin, on 
the island of Otaheite, at Kola, at Santa Anna in 
California, and at a number of other places. The 
observations at Wardhus, made by Péne Hell, have 
been considerably distrusted, and those made at 
| Santa Anna by Velasquez have been absolutely 
, discredited, and subjected to the charge of forgery, 
| it being pretty generally believed that he compu- 
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ted his observations from the amount of parallax 
as deduced by other observers. It is upon the re- 
maining observations, these being set aside, that 
the amount of parallax, as at present received, of 
eight seconds and fifty-eight hundredths, rests for 
its accuracy. 

Mr. E. further observed that it will, if the com. 
mittee are not already completely wearied by these 
details, be proper at this place to-explain what this 
parallax is whose ascertainment has been thought 
worthy of so much labor and research. If the com- 
mittee were tired of the ae he would proceed 
no further in it. [Cries of “*Go on; we want to 
hear it.’’] Well, then, the committee will under- 
stand that the sun’s parallax is the angle under 
which the semi-diameter of the earth would be seen 
if viewed from the sun’s centre, and its use is, to 
ascertain the distances of the heavenly bodies, and 
to reduce their apparent to their real plaees. It is 
plain that an observer, if he could be placed at the 
centre of the earth, would view a body situated at 
any finite distance higher than it would appear to 
another situated upon any part of the earth’s sur- 
face. The effect of parallax is, then, to depress the 
body, and the amount of the parallax in altitude is 
always to be added to the observed in order to ob- 
tain the real place. This correction is of constant 
use among astronomers and navigators. Its effect 
has been very accurately stated by the gentleman 
from Tennessee, |Mr. Sranron;] it will not, there- 
fore, be necessary to say more upon it at this 
time. 

Now, to return fora moment to the transit of 
Venus, as observed in 1769. The committee, from 
what has just been said, will readily perceive that 
two persons very distant from each other on the 
earth’s surface will see the planet upon different 
portions of the sun’s disc. ‘To the one it may ap- 
pear to describe a path passing much nearer to the 
sun’s centre than it will to the other. Then, by 
ascertaining as accurately as possible the instants 
of external and internal contacts, the times of de- 
scribing these paths will be ascertained, and the 
time will be longer to that observer by whom the 

lanet is seen projected nearest the sun’s centre, 
eee the difference of these times the differences 
of the parallaxes of Venus and the sun may be de- 
termined, and then, by Kepler’s law, the true 
amount of either. This method is unquestionably 
the most accurate of any that has ever been pro- 
posed, since an error more considerable in noting 
the tunes of the transit than can be made by any 
ordinarily careful observer will but slightly affect 
the difference of parallaxes, and of course that of 
the sun ina still smaller degree. These are some 
of the reasons which give such value to the transits 
of Venus for purposes which are now sought to be 
effected by the proposed expedition and observa- 
tions, made after the method of Gerling. It was 
noticed, however, by the observers in 1769, that 
there was a difficulty about the exact instant of 
internal contact, owing to certain phenomena of 
light which prevented the planet at that instant 
from appearing perfectly circular, the edge nearest 
the limb of the sun appearing to run out into a band 
or to spread into drops, so that the time of the first 
internal contact was delayed, and that of the last 
accelerated. However, taken altogether, no other 
method yet proposed seems to approach this in ac- 
curacy, anda very full discussion of the observations 
of 1769 by a number of astronomers, Encke among 
the rest, have fixed the parallax at eight seconds 
and fifty-eight-hundredths. A very good article 
upon its amount by De Ferrer will be found in the 
fifth volume of the Transactions of the Astronom- 
ical Society; and it is observed by him, and con- 
firmed by Encke, that the amount just mentioned 
of eight seconds and fifty-eight-hundredths is the 
mean parallax, without a likelihood of error 
amounting to three-hundredths of a second. The 
whole error may exceed this, but it is doubtful 
if i exceed five hundredths of a second of space. 
Now, it is proposed, by means of observations 
made, as before remarked, in this city, and upon 
the west coast of South America, to eliminate this 
error if itexists. Is this of practical importance ? 


And, if it be, can it be effected by the method | 


propos¢d to us by the Committee on Naval Af- 
airs? 

Mr. Chairman, it must be confessed that, con- 
sidered purely as a scientific question, this is one 
of great importance, and well worthy the attention 
of this committee. It is matter of congratulation, 
sir, that the gentleman from Tennessee | Mr. Stan- 


THE CONGREMIONAL G 


TON] has reported this amendment from the Com- | 
From this country much | 
1+ the cause of science, and but little has |. 
No other has detived greater or more | 


mittee on Naval Affairs. 
is due 
been paid. 
lasting advantages from the scientific investigations 


and astronomical observations of distinguished Eu- || 


ropeans, made under the direction of the several 
Governments of that continent, and none, until 


OBE. 


lately, has done less to return the obligation. It | 


is by means of their labors that commerce has 
been made to expand, and that navigation has been 


rendered easy; and there can be no doubt but that || 


those very labors have conduced to make us what 
we are—one of the very greatest naval Powers of 
the world. Common justice, therefore, requires 
of us repayment, and that we too should contrib- 
ute our just proportion to the common stock of 
scientific research and scientific investigation. But, 


sir, we are accustomed to consider every question | 


|| resorted to, the small stars will not’be visil 


|| ring to the report of the committee, to be th 


practically, and to desire that every enterprise un- | 


dertaken by us may be speedily successful, and 
make a quick return of profit. We are apt to 


require that the immediate result of every under- | 


taking should at once be clearly and palpably visible 
to us, 
ate gain shall we derive from this proposed expend- 
iture? Shall we thereby, as is suggested in the 
report of the committee, facilitate the solution of 
the problem of the longitude ? 

Mr. Chairman, if this were to be the result, no 
one would doubt for an instant, as it is to be hoped, 
indeed, for other reasons, that no one will doubt, 


It then becomes a question, what immedi- | 


of the importance of this expedition, but candor | 


renders it necessary to say that we are not likely, | 
by any future researches into the amount of the | 


sun’s parallax, to enable navigators to determine 
their position at sea with a greater accuracy than 
that which has already been attained. It is true, 
that one of the periodical inequalities of the mvon’s 
motion in longitude is dependant for its amount 
upon that of the sun’s parallax; that therefore the 
perfection of the lunar tables is in a measure de- 
pendant upon the ascertainment of that parallax: 
and, as the method of lunar distances for determin- 
ing the longitude at sea is largely in use, it may 
follow that the question at present under discussion 
connects itself with that of the longitude, which 
latter is one of great importance, and well worthy 
the serious attention of this committee. But, Mr. 


Chairman, we may perhaps safely conclude, if the || 


prenstts error of parallax be three or even five 


iundredths of a second, that a correction to this |! 


amount will be imperceptible in its effect upon the 
lunar tables. 


the longitude, the parallax enters directly as an 
element into the computation; that when the an- 


gular distance apart of the moon and sun is taken, || 


this correction must be applied to the observed alti- 


Again, it may be said that in the | 
method of lunar distances for the determination of | 


| 





tude of the sun; or that, if Venus be observed with | 


the moon, the allowance of her parallax in altitude, || 


as corrected by the observations proposed to be | 


made, is a matter of some importance; but it is 
pretty evident that these corrections are extremely 
minute, and such as are never taken into account 
by practical navigators. A difference from the 
truth of even a minute or two in the altitudes is 
not of considerable importance, while such an error 
in the distance would be fatal. Indeed, the whole 
amount of the parallax in altitude may be merged 


in other corrections; for example, in that for the | 


dip, which depends upon the alutude of the observ- 
er’s eye above the level of the sea, the common 
allowance made when the lower limb of the sun is 
| observed is twelve minutes, additive, for the correc- 
tion of its altitude on account of parallax, dip, and 
semi-diameter; such small quantities as those now 


under discussion being neglected, as in fact the | 


| instruments in use at sea, both for the purpose of 
| measuring the altitudes and the distance, are inca- 
pable of appreciating them. Enough, Mr. Chair- 
man, has been said concerning the bearing of this 


problem upon that of the longitude, which, it is | 


again repeated, it is believed will not be materially 
affected by small corrections of parallax. 

The next question is, will the sun’s parallax 
probably be altered by the proposed observations? 
for, as upon the amount of this parallax is depend- 
ant our knowledge of the dimensions of the plane- 
tary system, (the earth’s semi-diameter being used 
as a base for that purpose, and the diameter of the 

earth’s orbit, afterwards, in order to determine the 


June 3. 


it becomes important to determine the sun's ‘Aral 
lax with the last degree of accuracy; and ‘here 
Mr. E, remarked, there appeared to be room 4 
some doubt. Many of the observations jj - 
necessity, have to be made at very low altitude: 
of the planet, when there will be difficulties wn 
from refractions, which may themselves be differ 
ent at the northern and southerh observatories, 
besides, when extra-meridional observations 7 


ae 
s : 1© SO ag 
| to admit of accuracy of comparison at any one 
siderable altitudes; and this would seem, by refer 


jon of those distinguished astronomers, akened 
| Gauss. Other gentlemen, however, had formed 
favorable opinion of this method; and, Mr E 
ebserved, that he would not pretend for a sino, 
instant to place his humble judgment in conjjet 
with that of persons distinguished in the Science of 
astronomy. With regard to any great al'eration in 
the amount of parallax, it might be necessary here 
to remark upon its amount, as ascertained by q 
method entirely independent of any of those préyj. 
| ously commented upon, in order to see whether 
we were likely to arrive at such a result: Laplace 
in the seventh book of the Méchanique Celeste 
| had determined the parallax by means of the paral. 
lactic inequality in the moon’s longitude, and had 
_ remarked that this was a very accurate method of 
determining the sun’s parallax. By his computa- 
| tions he had fixed its amount at eight seconds and 
fifty-six hundredths—as the committee will per. 
ceive, within two hundredths of a second of the 
/amount as determined by the transit of 1769, 
| This may then be taken as corroborative of the 
received amount, and as a further reason to be. 
| lieve that but little alteration will be made in jt, 
But, although bat little if any alteration of the 
amount of parallax, as now received, may be ex- 
_ pected from this expedition, much good may un- 
doubtedly, Mr. Chairman, be predicted of it. [f 
it do not alter that amountgit may at least suffice 
to corroborate and to confirm it; and if this result 
only be clearly and evidently effected, a benef 
will be conferred upon science far beyond the 
amount which it is proposed to appropriate; and, 
sir, that is the effect which may be expected of this 
expedition. But, further, indirect advantages, 
both in a scientific and practical sense, will, in all 
probability, flow from it. The positions of many 
_ of the stars of the southern hemisphere will be as- 
certained with greater accuracy, and the observa- 
tions upon the planet itself will not be without 
their advantages, to say nothing of the great quan- 
tity of useful information, unpredicted in the be- 
ginning, which always flows from an expedition 
of this character. Sir, this may find its illustra- 
tion in the vast labor of mathematicians in the im- 
rovementof analysis, and in the solution of prob- 
ems apparently the most trivial in themselves, 
and, so far as human vision could discern, the fur- 
thest removed from any practical application; yet 
the end of these labors has been to enable the great 
mathematicians of this, and the close of the last 
century, to ascertain, by means of the improve- 
ment in analysis, springing directly from the ap- 
parently wastefal efforts of their predecessors, the 
motions of the moon with an accuracy before un- 
attainable, which has led to the present complete- 
ness of the lunar tables, and has almost doubled 
the commerce of the world. Yet who would have 
voted an appropriation for such analytic experi- 
| ments? Sir, we must not measure the final use- 
| fulness of an expedition of this sort by our limited 
knowledge. It may attain to results as yet un- 
known and unpredicted. Of this, one thing, Mr. 
Chairman, we may be assured, that, whatever of 
perfection can be given to Gerling’s method by 
untiring industry, unwearied patience, by skill or 


| ambition, or the hope of success, will be given to 


it by the labors of Lieutenant Gillis abroad, and 
_of Lieutenant Maury at the Washington Observa- 
tory. Itis only to be wished that this amend- 
' ment had provided for the southern observer 10- 

struments of the highest excellence; these, how- 
_ ever, he will by some means procure, and we may 
rest satisfied that whatever is capable of ascertain- 
ment will be discovered by him. 

Mr. E, here concluded his remarks by return- 
ing his thanks to the members of the commitiee 
| for the very attentive hearing which they had given 
to him while discussing a question generally con- 


annual parallax of those fixed stars whose parel- || sidered too dry and unentertaining to be listen 
| to with patience upon the floor of the House.) 


| lax is appreciable, as it is said to be in a few cases, ) 


| 
| 
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